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We are coming together as a caring, inclusive community united in a common commitment to Judaism and to
furthering our spiritual growth. We desire to do this recognizing that worship of God, study of Torah, caring for the
Jewish people and our community, are central to our being as a Reform Jewish congregation. With these principles
as our foundation and guided by a historic past, we anticipate our future, one of continual lifelong self-renewal.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
In-Person & via Zoom
Friday, July 2

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service with Rabbi Edward Boraz
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

Friday, July 9

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service with Rabbi Edward Boraz
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

Saturday, July 10

10:00 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service & Torah Study with
Rabbi Edward Boraz from our sanctuary & via Zoom

Friday, July 16

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service with Rabbi Edward Boraz
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

Saturday, July 17

7:00 p.m.

Special Tisha B’av Service with Rabbi Boraz
(details to follow)

Friday, July 23

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service with Rabbi Edward Boraz
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

Friday, July 30

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service with Rabbi Edward Boraz
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

PLEASE NOTE: The meeting ID and password for attending all Temple services
and events via Zoom has been sent out to our membership. If you have misplaced
this information, you can contact the Temple Office (251-478-0415), Howard Silverman
(251-605-8832), or Nate Ginsberg (251-463-4845).
ALL SHABBAT SERVICES ARE CONGREGATIONAL SERVICES.
PLEASE JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Torah Selection:

Torah: Numbers 13:1-15:41
Joshua 2:1 - 2:24
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A Message From Our Rabbi
The Quest for Torah
As this is my first communication as Rabbi, I
sincerely appreciate your warmth, kindness,
and generosity of spirit that you have provided
Maggie and me, from the moment of my first
interview to settling in Mobile and beginning
our work together. In the few visits that I have
had, it is clear that there is a deep love for this
sacred community. I am humbled to now
serve as your Rabbi.

understood it as “the value of an eye in place
of an eye.” Thus, if one individual causes
injury to another, the former must provide
restitution and sincerely apologize. There are
countless examples of such symbolic readings.
Thus, Maimonides teaches us that the true
Torah lies beyond the letters and words on the
parchment. The physical Torah is only a
pathway to the true Torah.

I begin with a reflection on one of the core
values expressed in your rabbinic search
materials, a deeply complex word. It is Torah.
At a basic level, it refers to the physical Torah
that rests in our beautiful Ark. Handwritten,
with no punctuation or vowels, we consider
that scroll so holy that if it falls to the ground,
a community fast is to be undertaken for forty
days. Likewise, if a missing letter or the ink
renders even a single word illegible, it cannot
be used until a Torah-scribe repairs it. How
could such an ancient text – written
somewhere between 1250 B.C.E. and 450
B.C.E. – continue to be treated with such
reverence in our time?

Let us turn to the beautiful imagery of our
sanctuary. Next to the aron kodesh, the holy
ark wherein the Torah scrolls rest, the
Holocaust Scroll sits encased in glass.
Because the scroll is pasul (unfit to be read
due to its condition), we cannot read from it in
the course of our worship. And yet, there it
visibly rests. Though having no functional
utility, the Holocaust Scroll symbolizes that
even an unimaginable historical tragedy will
not deter us from our shared eternal quest to
understand our shared humanity with God and
one another.

Moses Maimonides (often referred to by the
acronym the Rambam), one of the great
scholars of the 12th and early 13th centuries,
describes a written Torah and an Oral Torah.
The latter comprises a tradition of exposition
of its underlying meanings in succeeding
generations from the time of Moses that
continues to this day. A simple example is the
well-known biblical phrase “Eye for an eye,
tooth for a tooth, etc.” If we were to
understand this phrase as written, it suggests a
principle of retribution. However, this “Oral
Torah” embodied in succeeding generations of
texts such as the Mishneh, Talmud, Midrash

In Pirke Avot, Ethics of our Ancestors, our
Sages admonished each of us to acquire a Rav,
a teacher. Hidden in those words is the desire
to fulfill the prayer of the Psalmist, “Teach us
to number of our days so that we may acquire
a heart of wisdom.” You have acquired a
rabbi through a careful, diligent, and timeconsuming process. You did so under difficult
and trying times. In so doing, you have
honored those generations of Temple Sha’arai
Shomayim that preceded you and those who
will follow in the years ahead. It is in this
spirit that creates this sense of humility and
honor to serve as your Rabbi.
Rabbi Edward Boraz
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From Our President
Let there be light … at the
end of the tunnel. As we
carefully emerge from the
pandemic onto the cusp of
the new year, we had an
opportunity to pause and
reflect on all we have
accomplished at the recent
annual meeting. It was a
collaboration by so many
of you who are part of the
Jewish community known as the Springhill
Avenue Temple. As I stated in my report to the
over 60 of you, between the in-person audience
and those on Zoom, this is a year we can
implement our Long Range Plan adopted by the
Board of Trustees in July, 2020, in earnest with
the help of Rabbi Edward Boraz, and, of course,
all of you.
To that end, I am working on the composition of
our committees with the help of the Executive
Committee, which is made up of our officers.
One of these committees is the reinvented
Membership Committee, to be chaired by Dana
Handmacher. Dana, as you may recall, was the
chair of the Rabbinical Search Committee and
did an exemplary job in that role. Her
dedication, skills, and thoughtful personality
were ideal for a time-consuming and challenging
position. I asked her to bring those assets to the
Membership Committee, which is critical to our
growth and survival. She readily accepted.
Let me repeat what I related to those at the
Annual Meeting from the Plan:
Some of [the unaffiliated] are in interfaith
marriages or relationships. This has been a
longstanding fact that requires us to
acknowledge the inherent sensitivities in
accommodating such individuals who
yearn to connect to their Jewishness. We
also have lost members. We need to reach
those individuals, gauge their interest in

returning to the Congregation, and respond
with an open ear to their comments in an
attempt to bridge any gap that may exist.
This will require thoughtful pairing of the
right members to solicit them.
We also recognize that members belong
for many reasons. They include a need to
be among others at a place of worship for
religious services, to have a religious
environment for lifecycle events, including
having access to the cemetery for end-oflife occasions, and religious school for
children.
But there are other aspects of Reform
Judaism that appeal to members. Social
justice, for one, encompasses vital core
values of Judaism: tikkun olam (to repair
the world, to make it a better place) and
gemilut chasadim (lovingkindness).
Innovative programming that informs us,
enlightens us, entertains us, touches us,
and connects us as Jews is likewise an
integral part of the social and religious
fabric of the Temple.
Since he and Maggie arrived here on May 20,
Rabbi Boraz has not only obtained an Alabama
driver’s license and auto tags to establish his
roots on our soil, he has spent untold hours
meeting with a number of congregants and will
continue to do so. Likewise, he and I have been
meeting regularly. We have made it our mission
to continue our dialogue as we recognize that our
relationship will enable us to be our best selves.
As I also stated in my report at the Annual
Meeting, citing from the URJ Guidelines for
Rabbinical-Congregational Relationships:
The President of the Congregation is
usually the person most directly involved
with the Rabbi. The President, as elected
lay leader, and the Rabbi, as elected
spiritual leader, should meet regularly to
(cont’d on next page)
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(cont’d from previous page)

consider the welfare of the Congregation.
They should keep each other informed of
the views of individuals and groups within
the Congregation, and (to the extent
allowed by the need for confidentiality) of
significant events in the lives of
congregants.
It goes on further to say:
Discussions between the Rabbi and
President on congregational business or on
personal matters should be carried on in
complete candor, and, when appropriate, in
confidence. Each should respect the
other’s knowledge and experience.

Significantly, Rabbi Boraz wants to help
implement the Long Range Plan. He has shared
his vision with a number of leaders. I am
confident that this new era will be one of
progress, meaningfulness, and vitality for our
congregation. This is your Temple. We want to
connect with you in a way that appeals to your
Judaism, in a manner that benefits you, and
which fulfills that unique you.
Again, thank you for the opportunity to serve as
your president once more.
Gil Laden
Temple President

From Our Religious School
by Patricia Silverman, Th.M., Religious School Director

Friday, May 28, 2021 was Confirmation for Megan Furman, Wills Briskman, Ben Holberg and
Gabe Sternberg.
It was a beautiful service led by Rabbi Cantor John Kaplan along with Glen Mutchnick. The
parents prepared a wonderful meal to celebrate this important life cycle event for our young adults.
I would like to thank all of the parents for your assistance and cooperation that you provided to me
over the past five years.

Mazel Tov Meagan, Wills, Ben, and Gabe!
Have a wonderful summer & be safe
-4-

What A Great Photo!

Rabbi Cantor John Kaplan, Interim Rabbi; Gil Laden, Temple President;
and Rabbi Edward Boraz, incoming Rabbi

Rabbi Boraz wants to visit with as many congregants as
possible as he begins his tenure on July 1 to serve as our
Rabbi.
He encourages you to email him at
rabbiboraz@gmail.com or to call/text at 1-603-448-8533
to schedule a time.

Contributions
A plaque has been placed in honor of Rabbi John Kaplan’s splendid rabbinical leadership
from your grateful friends and congregants
In appreciation of Rabbi John Kaplan, Patricia & Howard Silverman, Iris & Nate Ginsberg,
and Carol & Matt Eberlein – Dana & David Furman
Congratulations to Mollie Adams and Andy Palileo – Enid & Gil Laden, Leslie & Larry Miller
In memory of G.B. Kahn – Annette Kahn Webster
In memory of Elaine Heart – Paul Bergman
In memory of Jane Richards – Nancy & Richard Hill
In memory of Ira Saks – Iris Klein
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From Our Music Director
by Christopher Powell

Dear friends,
What a tremendous month we have had since the Temple reopened for inperson gatherings! I am grateful to all on the COVID Committee, the
Board, and in the Temple office, who have made this a smooth transition,
indeed. Mollie, Andy, Demi, and I all appreciate the help, encouragement,
and support we have been given during the pandemic. It truly wouldn’t be
possible without the help of so many of you.
We stand at the precipice of a new beginning at the Temple – I want to
encourage everyone to think of it that way. As we move forward, I would
ask us to consider not how we can, “go back to normal,” as that is not the
loftiest goal, but rather how we can grow more fully into who we are as a
worshiping, loving, Jewish community. As Music Director, I can really only speak of our music
program, but I believe these concepts can extend beyond music, also.
It was strange, and I know Mollie, our cantorial soloist, shares my sentiments, when the governmentmandated shutdown first happened, and we began hosting Zoom services. It felt like, suddenly, we
were thrown into an Orwellian dystopia, with the broken prayers, filled with static and disruption,
echoing from a tiny laptop into a vast, empty Temple. Try as I might, I couldn’t shake the feeling that
I was out in space somewhere, picking up a radio transmission from a great distance – a broadcast
from home, warm and familiar, yet hopelessly far away.
As time passed, we improved the quality of our recording equipment just as Zoom also worked to
improve streaming quality. Mollie’s husband, Andy Palileo, started coming in to help us set things up
and run the services from a tech perspective. Soon, everyone learned when to mute and when to
unmute. Rabbi Howard Kosovske masterfully led these services and things became normalized, but
never quite “normal.” No one online would ever know this, but so often, during the Rabbi’s sermon, I
would lie down on the floor of the Temple and just gaze at the ceiling as I listened, the Rabbi’s wise
words washing over me.
I will never forget when my father died on Shabbat eve, June 5, 2020. I came into the Temple, not
even sure what to say to Mollie and Andy. Rabbi Kosovske had requested I play, “We Shall
Overcome,” for the sermon anthem that evening, and I could feel my heart growing and my music
changing into something deeper and more meaningful that night. It hasn’t been the same since and
isn’t that true of everything in life that changes us?
New challenges came during the High Holy Days, when we were forced to choose the most
meaningful parts of the services to be included and which ones to omit. Rabbi Natan Trief became our
friend during this time and we have treasured his wisdom, guidance, and prayerful presence. Surely,
the High Holy Days of 2020 were some of the most powerful I have ever experienced, heightened by
the uncertainty of a world struggling to balance itself when all seemed to be falling apart. Later, Rabbi
John Kaplan came and led us masterfully toward reopening, continuing to bring unity to the
congregation even when still apart.
Recently, we have returned to in-person services and how wonderful it has been to see people in this
space, but there is something else here now – something that wasn’t there before. This Temple
(cont’d on next page)
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(cont’d from previous page)

has become a home for all of us who broadcasted services during the shutdown. So many times, when
I would come to practice, this place felt like a sanctuary for me and Demi and Mollie have shared this
sentiment. The presence of God, felt within these walls, is surely palpable both on Zoom and in
person, and how much more grateful are we now when we can shake hands or hug or do anything
together that we once took for granted? So, where do we go from here? Hopefully, somewhere
beyond simply back to normal, for indeed, this is the Gate of Heaven.
Sincerely,
Christopher Powell, Music Director

From Our Archives
By Susan Thomas, Archivist

The Spanish-American War was a short-lived war, lasting only from
April to August of 1898. Battles were primarily fought in Cuba,
Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and Gaum. Hostilities ended with the
signing of the Treaty of Paris on December 10, 1898.
At least two congregants served in the military during the War: Dave
Levi and Leon Schwarz. Dave Levi later founded the Comic
Cowboys in Mobile; Schwarz later served as sheriff and then mayor
of the city. Schwarz’s autobiography contains a large section devoted
to the Spanish American War. He describes the events leading up to
the War and what he called America’s slow intervention in it. When
America did declare war on Spain, Schwarz was a member of the
newly-formed Alabama National Guard and was sent with the
regiment to Miami for training. Arriving in Miami in June 1898, the
troops were faced with extreme heat, bad water, and rampant
infectious disease. Hundreds became ill and were transferred to
Jacksonville to regain their health. The war ended with the Alabama
regiment never being deployed overseas.
Despite not having seen combat, Schwarz writes that the troops received a hero’s welcome back in
Alabama: “Thousands met our trains at the station, and then lined the streets to shout ‘welcome home’
as we paraded the city … hundreds of good women … served lunch to us and overwhelmed us with
cordial hospitality.” Historians feel the Spanish-American War did much to unite the country after the
division caused by the Civil War and Reconstruction. An article from a Jewish newspaper written in
July 1898 while the War was on-going seems to bear this out. The writer states, “Today, for the first
time since the Civil War, Mobile is celebrating the 4th of July in grand style, everyone joining in the
celebration.”
Along with Schwarz’s autobiography, the Temple Archives contains another excellent primary source
for studying the Spanish-American War. A memoir entitled Southern Martyrs, by Sergeant M.
Koenigsberg of the Alabama Volunteer Infantry, details the regiment’s grueling encampment in
Miami. Published in 1898, the book contains a photo of Schwarz in his regimental uniform. The book
was given to the Archives by Schwarz’s great- nephew, Bert Klein, in 2018. Both documents are
available for research in the Archives.
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Springhill Avenue Temple Annual Meeting
Sunday, June 13, 2021
(photos courtesy of Priscilla Gold-Darby)

Linda & Rabbi John Kaplan

Michael Holberg, Ralph Holberg, & Randy Fry

Miriam Fry & Liz Fry

Mollie Adams & Andy Palileo

Miriam Fry & Steve Muhlfelder
after Steve won the raffle.
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July Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday to …
1
2
3
3
5
6
7
7
7
8
8
8
8
10
11
11
12
13
14

Peter Susman
Stacy Kessler
Charlie Brown
Betsy Dittman
Lynn Raider
Dana Furman
Molly Aronson
Wendy Conrad
Irwin Misrok
Linda Blassingame
David Holberg
Stanley Zimmerman
David Zimmerman
Ellen Laden Zivitz
Bryan Hill
Ashton Silverstein
Katie Webster
Sarah Sternberg
Elliot Cherniak

14
14
15
15
16
17
17
17
18
18
20
20
21
23
23
25
29
29
30

Todd Mishkin
Glen Mutchnick
Victoria Hirsch
Deana Paper
Katlin Bergman
Rachel Borak
Jay Ross
Steve Weinstein
David Zimmerman
James Perry
Maud Patterson
David Shulman
Eli William Franco
Ed Blassingame
Michael Passero
Harriet Simon
Leslie Miller
Ada Small
Patti Kunstadt

Happy Anniversary to …
1
6
7
24
25

Margaret & Milton Brown
Maure & Michael Sternberg
Diane & Richard Frank
Patty & Gary Fishbein
Ceresa & Paul Frenkel
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August Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday to …
1
2
2
3
4
4
4
4
4
4
5
7
8
8

Joseph “Jay” Handmacher
Margaret Brown
Andrew Frenkel
Michelle Dobbins
Terry Barkin
Milton Brown
Priscilla Gold-Darby
Samuel Schnitzer
Stacey Shostak
Carol Zimmerman
Pamela Thompson
Geoffry Brent Barkin
Anna Brown
Miriam Fry

8
10
11
12
13
14
15
15
16
17
17
19
19
19

Joyce Toubiana
Meagan Dobbins
Lindsey Gottleib
William Handmacher
Jennifer Altmayer
Brooks Fishbein
Marian Berkin
Fred Miller
Eric Gottlieb
Sheridan Briskman
Marsha Ann Dittman
Ashley Bergman
Pauline Brown
Eileen Susman

20
21
21
23
23
24
26
27
29
30
31
31
31

Happy Anniversary to …
2
7
11
17
22
25
28
28
30

Cece & Jim Spain
Marian & Mark Berkin
Seth & Barbara Cherniak
Ellen & Bill Shulman
Kim & David Zimmerman
Judi & Paul Bergman
Amy & Jack Friedlander
Joyce & Gerard Toubiana
Iris & Nate Ginsberg

- 10 -

David Fishbein
Cole Appelman
Susan Koffler
David Ennis
Jeffrey Miller
Jeremy Borak
Michael Aronson
Lauren Loeb
Tamara Fulford
Aimee Walsh Holberg
Joshua Altmayer
Leah Brown
David Harris

YAHRZEITS
It is a true Mitzvah to honor those whose memory we hold dear by attending services on the Shabbat Yahrzeit
(year’s time), joining your congregation in reciting Kaddish, and the giving of charity in their memory.

To be read July 3
27th
Leon Stern
28th
Herbert P. Feibelman III
29th
Herbert Feibelman Jr.
Harold Renaud
1st
Raymond Hirsch
2nd
Cassius Fishbein
Max Keller
Albert Klein
To be read July 9
7th
Terry Barkin
To be read July16
11th
Miriam Zelnicker
12th
Dolores Loeb
16th
Mae Dalton
Benjamin Gold
17th
Jean Barkin
To be read July 24
18th
Paul M. Brown
Lillis May Gould
19th
Jacob Reiss, Jr.
Lazarus Schwartz
Ruby Stern

To be read July 24 (cont’d)
20th
Joseph B. Miller
22nd
Solomon E. Cherniak
Sidney Rosner
To be read July 30
25th
Leah Raider
26th
Arnold Heart
28th
Anna Berkower
29th
Edwin Zelnicker, Jr.
30th
Emma Raider

To be read August 20
15th
Helen Edelbaum
16th
Bennie Friedlander
17th
George Wagenheim
18th
Murry Benenson
21st
Juliette Harries Garb
Geraldine “Gerre” Koffler
Claris McDaniel
Sam Shulman

To be read on August 6
1st
Raymond Frankel
Herman Patterson
3rd
Anne Heart Bergman
4th
Lillian Muhlfelder
5th
Anne Teles Fink
Aratchofsky
6th
Frederick H. Vogel
David Wagman
7th
Evelyn Feibelman

To be read August 27
22nd
Janice Fry Goldman
23rd
Abraham Gardberg
Edwin A. Zelnicker, Sr.
24th
Gail Stone Bergman
William Paul Warren
26th
Becky Friedlander
Julian Marx
27th
Eleanor Ruth Frenkel
Lucille Zelnicker Herman
28th
Reuben Kamil
Aris Schoonderbeek

To be read on August 13
10th
J.B. Friedlander
Charles Hoffman
Sigmond Kahn
11th
Marian Berkin
Evelyn Hoffman
Paula Raider Olichney

To be read September 3
29th
Melvin Bauer, Jr.
Larry Kozlove
31st
Irving Jacob Buchman
1st
Martin Dreyfus
3rd
David Conrad
4th
Nell Schoonderbeek

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Donation Form
Send this form with your check to:
Springhill Avenue Temple
1769 Springhill Avenue
Mobile, AL 36607

_____ Music Fund
_____ Adult Education Fund

Circle One:
In memory of / In honor of
______________________________________________
(person’s name or event)

_____ Religious School Fund

Donor:________________________________________

_____ Library Fund

Address:______________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Send acknowledgement to:
______________________________________________

_____ Archives Fund

_____ Social Action Fund
_____ Prayer Book Fund
_____ Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

___________________________________________________
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Calendar
Religious School – Out of Session
Torah Study with Rabbi Boraz – 5:30 p.m. - Wednesdays, July 7, 14, 21, and 28
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

Religious Services & Events
In-person and via Zoom
Friday, July 2

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service with Rabbi Edward Boraz
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

Friday, July 9

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service with Rabbi Edward Boraz
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

Saturday, July 10

10:00 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service & Torah Study
with Rabbi Edward Boraz
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

Friday, July 16

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service with Rabbi Edward Boraz
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

Saturday, July 17

7:00 p.m.

Special Tisha B’av Service
with Rabbi Boraz (details to follow)

Friday, July 23

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service with Rabbi Edward Boraz
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

Friday, July 30

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service with Rabbi Edward Boraz
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

PLEASE NOTE: The meeting ID and password for attending all Temple services
and events via Zoom has been sent out to our membership. If you have misplaced
this information, you can contact the Temple Office (251-478-0415), Howard Silverman
(251-605-8832), or Nate Ginsberg (251-463-4845).

SPRINGHILL AVENUE TEMPLE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
RABBI: Edward S. Boraz, Ph.D.
PRESIDENT: Gilbert B. Laden
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT: Carol Eberlein
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT: Ben Bloom
SECRETARY: Amy Friedlander
TREASURER: Richard Frank

TRUSTEES
Linda Blassingame
Josh Briskman
Norma Conrad
Jonathan Fratkin
Priscilla Gold-Darby
Dana Handmacher
Nathan Handmacher
Michael Holberg
Richard Rose
Barry Silverman

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Randy Fry
COUNSEL: Ralph G. Holberg, III
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