VOLUME 63 EDITION 9
May 1, 2021
19 Iyar 5781

Congregation Sha’arai Shomayim
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The Temple Bulletin
springhillavenuetemple.com
We are coming together as a caring, inclusive community united in a common commitment to Judaism and to
furthering our spiritual growth. We desire to do this recognizing that worship of God, study of Torah, caring for the
Jewish people and our community, are central to our being as a Reform Jewish congregation. With these principles
as our foundation and guided by a historic past, we anticipate our future, one of continual lifelong self-renewal.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Friday, May 7

6:15 p.m.

Bat Mitzvah of Meagan Furman via Zoom
Rabbi John Kaplan will conduct service
from our sanctuary

Saturday, May 8

10:30 a.m.

Bat Mitzvah of Meagan Furman via Zoom
Rabbi John Kaplan will conduct service
from our sanctuary

Friday, May 14

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service via Zoom
Rabbi Natan Trief will conduct service
from Atlanta

Starting May 21, the Temple is open for in-person Shabbat services & also via Zoom
Friday, May 21

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi John Kaplan will conduct service
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

Friday, May 28

6:15 p.m.

Confirmation Service
Rabbi John Kaplan will conduct service
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

PLEASE NOTE: The meeting ID and password for attending all Temple services
and events was changed effective April 1. An email was sent out to our membership
with these new Zoom sign-in instructions. If you have misplaced this information or for
some reason did not receive it, you can contact the Temple Office (251-478-0415),
Howard Silverman (251-605-8832), or Nate Ginsberg (251-463-4845).
ALL SHABBAT SERVICES ARE CONGREGATIONAL SERVICES.
PLEASE JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Torah Selection:

Torah: Leviticus 21:1-24:23
Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15 - 44:31
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A Message From Our Rabbi
“Season of Torah”
The month of
May brings us
the opportunity
to celebrate our
receiving the
Torah – not only
centuries ago at
Mt. Sinai, but in
every generation
that followed.
Starting on the
second night of
Passover, we have been counting forward in
anticipation of Shavu-ot, the Festival of Matan
Torah (the receiving of the gift of Torah).
These daily moments of counting have been
opportunities for us to, quite literally, count
and give thanks for our blessings. This month
provides us with a daily reminder that our lives
matter, that we make a difference in the lives
of our family and in the lives of our
community. Each day offers us the
opportunity to reflect on our lives through the
lens of humility, dignity, integrity, honesty,

and loving kindness, to name a few. How do
we measure up? What do we need to change?
Of even greater importance, what can I do to
strengthen and nurture others as they
experience their introspections as well?
Through the gift of Torah, we became
established as a people. The Torah defined us
just as she continues to define us today. But,
the receipt of Torah was not a static event. It
must not become one for us today. Through
our actions, how we treat others, and how we
treat ourselves, all help us breathe life into this
sacred gift. It is our choice whether or not the
Torah will continue as a vibrant gift that,
through our loving hands, we pass on to the
next generation. My hope and prayer for each
of us this month is that we pause every day
and count the ways we are blessed and count
the ways we can become a blessing for others.
Now that is truly a gift!
Shalom uv’rachah – Peace and Blessings,
Rabbi Cantor John M. Kaplan

SPRINGHILL AVENUE TEMPLE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
INTERIM RABBI: John M. Kaplan
PRESIDENT: Gilbert B. Laden
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT: Maure Sternberg
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT: Ben Bloom
SECRETARY: Amy Friedlander

TRUSTEES
Linda Blassingame
Norma Conrad
Priscilla Gold-Darby
Michael Holberg

Josh Briskman
Jonathan Fratkin
Nathan Handmacher
Richard Rose

TREASURER: Carol Eberlein

Barry Silverman

Melville Sternberg

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Randy Fry
COUNSEL: Ralph G. Holberg, III
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From Our President
Confirmation is a relatively new ritual which had its origins in Reform
Judaism. It is a graduation of sorts and was somewhat controversial for a
while. It has matured into a natural place on our calendar as part of our
lifecycle events. So, it is a time of acknowledgment and honoring our
teenagers, who represent our hopes and aspirations for the future.
As we slowly emerge from the pandemic (is that light I see at the end of
the tunnel?), we will be observing this occasion in a limited reopening of
the sanctuary. This will be a momentous occasion for the confirmands and
their families as well as for the entire Temple family. Even though they
are mentioned elsewhere in the Bulletin, I want to acknowledge them for their perseverance and
commitment: Wills Briskman, Meagan Furman, Ben Holberg, and Gabe Sternberg. A special
shout-out is due to Meagan for her 2 lifecycle events in May (Bat Mitzvah and Confirmation).
Also in May, we observe Memorial Day as a nation to honor those brave Americans who
gave their lives while in the service of our country. Jewish Americans have long served in the
military, including, I must add with a sense of pride, my own late father who was in the Marine
Corps for 9 years and was a combat veteran in World War II. Many Jews have received the
Congressional Medal of Honor, the highest military decoration presented to a member of the
armed services.
In the foyer near the front doors of our building
there is a plaque to memorialize those congregants
who died while in military service. See photo.
While it has not yet been set, please be on the
lookout for the date of the annual meeting. The
Nominating Committee, chaired by Nathan
Handmacher, is at work to present a slate of
officers and trustees. Richard Frank, who is
heading up the Budget & Finance Committee, will
unveil a proposed budget.
Again, as I do often, I encourage you to join our
Shabbat services. These are still available by
Zoom, but you can enjoy an in-person experience
beginning May 21 to be led by Rabbi Kaplan.
Enjoy the month of May.
Gil Laden
Temple President
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Congratulations to
Our 2021 Confirmation Class!
Shavuot Confirmation
Friday, May 28, 2021 - 6:15 p.m.

Williams Lyle Briskman
Meagan Leah Furman
Benjamin Gans Holberg
Gabriel Meyer Sternberg

Our First In-Person Service:
We Are Ready to see You…But Safely
We are excited that the Temple will open its doors to the Congregation on Friday, May 21,
2021, for our first in-person Shabbat Service since March, 2020. While we will not be able to
hug yet, we can see another, (with masks and at a safe distance), and experience the spiritual
uniqueness of being in the Sanctuary with our fellow congregants. Rabbi Kaplan will be
leading us along with music provided by Christopher Powell and his team.
Please continue to wear masks (don’t forget to cover your mouth and nose!) and observe social
distancing. Services will be held in the Sanctuary rather than in the Chapel until further notice.
As has been our custom, the service will begin at 6:15 pm. We will continue to provide the
service via Zoom as well.
For the time being, seating will be limited to fifty (50) attendees. Within the sanctuary, certain
rows will be roped off to allow for social distancing. Families may sit together but must be
separated by three (3) seats from other families or individuals.
The use of the bathrooms will be limited to two (2) persons at any one time.
There will be no social gathering inside the Temple. (Again, sorry, but no hugging yet.)
Likewise, there will be no Oneg or sharing of the Motzi Challah or the Kiddush Wine.
Hopefully, this will change as the situation improves.
We are following guidelines put out by the CDC. We are grateful for your cooperation. We are
monitoring those guidelines closely and will adapt and revise these rules accordingly.
Howard Silverman and Nate Ginsberg,
Co-Chairs, Religious Practices Committee
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Contributions
In honor of David Rose & Richard Rose – Roberta & Sidney Klotz
In memory of Jerry “Woodie” Dobbins – Iris & Nate Ginsberg, Patricia & Howard Silverman,
Phyllis Feibelman
In memory of Ralph Holberg, Jr. – Elaine & Robert Holberg
In memory of Janette Gardberg – The Franchetti-Gardberg family
In memory of Susan Gardberg - The Franchetti-Gardberg family
In memory of David Gardberg - The Franchetti-Gardberg family
In memory of Cheri Ann Silverman – Shirley Silverman
In memory of Maury Friedlander – Beth Vorwaller & Stuart Kammer, Madelyn Friedlander,
Mary Ann Friedlander, Rachel & Alex Cohen
In memory of Harryl Amy Friedlander - Beth Vorwaller & Stuart Kammer,
Madelyn Friedlander, Mary Ann Friedlander, Rachel & Alex Cohen
In memory of Michael Friedlander - Beth Vorwaller & Stuart Kammer, Madelyn Friedlander,
Mary Ann Friedlander, Rachel & Alex Cohen
In memory of Alvin Loeb – Jinks & Marc Loeb, Leslie & Larry Miller
In memory of Cecile Mendelson – Iris Klein
In memory of Herman Schear, Mary Elizabeth Schear, Raymond Schear, and Sarah Schear –
Nancy & Richard Hill

If you have any simcha that you would like to
have published in the bulletin, please feel free to tell us
and we will be glad to put it in our bulletin.
(251-478-0415 and/or
secretary@springhillavenuetemple.com)

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES (JFS) of MOBILE,
an agency that helps people in our Jewish community.
If you don’t know how to get help, use community resources, and/or
need help with problem solving, give us a call! If you know of
someone in need, please remind them to call JFS. All contacts are
confidential.
(251) 301-9987 (new telephone number)
JFS is funded by the Mobile Area Jewish Federation and donations.
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REMINDER
PLEASE NOTE: The meeting ID and password for attending all Temple services and events was
changed effective April 1. An email was sent out to our membership with these new Zoom
sign-in instructions. If you have misplaced this information or for some reason did not receive
it, you can contact the Temple Office (251-478-0415), Howard Silverman (251-605-8832), or
Nate Ginsberg (251-463-4845).

From Our Religious School
by Patricia Silverman, Th.M., Religious School Director

On Sunday, April 18, we celebrated Israel's
Memorial/Yom Ha’Zikaron and Independence/Yom
Ha’Atzmaut Day via Zoom. We had good attendance
from students and congregants. We learned about the
customs and ceremonies in Israel by reading texts,
singing songs, watching videos, and playing trivia
games! We also learned a few Hebrew words. May next
year’s Memorial and Independence Day celebration be at
the Temple!
On Sunday, April 25, we remembered the Holocaust. We watched a video of the music “I’m
Still Alive”. The video included a sing-a-long of Holocaust survivors with their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. You can click on this link to watch this 5-minute video
or copy and paste https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vuh1-jDi7Qw. We also watched a short
2-minute video of the nearly forgotten story of Nicholas Winton. Sir Nicholas Winton was a
young Londoner enjoying the trappings of his budding career as a stockbroker when an
unexpected encounter led him to eventually rescue 669 Jewish Czech and Slovak children just
before the onset of WWII.
Great news! Meagan Furman’s Bat Mitzvah is coming on Saturday, May 8, 2021 at 10:30 am,
via Zoom.
Confirmation is also right around the corner and will be held on Friday, May 28, 2021.
Wills Briskman, Meagan Furman, Ben Holberg, and Gabe Sternberg and are ready to take the
step to their commitment to Judaism. We will also observe Shavuot, which involves the passing
the Torah from person to person. Both of these ceremonies often draw an explicit parallel
between Israel's acceptance of the Torah and the teen's acceptance of adult Jewish obligations.
Religious School is almost over. Our last day this year will be Sunday, May 16, 2021.
Despite the many obstacles caused by the pandemic, Religious School is alive and well!!!
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From Our Archives
By Susan Thomas, Archivist

Bernard H. Eichold served as President of the
Temple from 1941-1943. After his tenure was
complete, he compiled a sizeable number of
documents related to his term in office and had
them bound into a scrapbook. On the cover of
the book is embossed in gold, “President’s
Papers 100 Year Government Street Temple”
and in the lower corner, “B. H. Eichold
President.”

generations gone by … and a consciousness of
the privilege of participating in the centenary
celebration.”

Eichold was successful in encouraging
members to donate to the fund. In a letter to
donors dated Februrary 24, 1944, he writes,
“Thank you for your splendid contribution to
our Centenary Fund … we have reached the
goal which we set for ourselves. Surely your
satisfaction must be great. You have shared in
an effort that has immeasurably strengthened
Eichold’s collection of documents appear to
our congregation’s financial position, at a time
mostly be arranged in chronological order.
when our hearts glowed at the achievement of
They include such items as financial audits,
one century of continuous congregational
letters, lists of donors to various fund drives,
announcements of meetings, committee reports, worship and work.”
and relevant newspaper articles. Many of the
Eleven years later Eichold is again raising
items are related to the centenary celebration
funds, this time for the dedication service for
the congregation observed in 1944.
the Temple’s new building on Springhill
Associated with celebrating the Temple’s 100th Avenue. The scrapbook contains letters he
anniversary, a campaign was held to pay off the received with contributions, notes regarding the
dedication service, and a program from the
indebtedness of the building and to make
improvements to the cemetery. This campaign 1955 annual meeting in which the dedication
service is discussed.
was documented extensively in Eichold’s
scrapbook. In a letter to the congregation
urging members to contribute to the Centenary
Fund, he writes, “At such a critical time in the
history of mankind, when all of us have so
much at stake in the war between the forces of
right and might, we know that our congregation
will indicate, by a fitting response to this
appeal, loyalty to God, reverence for the

Bernard Eichold was married to Myra Solomon
and they had two children, Eva and Samuel.
Bernard Eichold died in 1957, not long after he
compiled his “President’s Papers.” The
scrapbook gives a detailed glimpse into the
duties of a Temple president. It can be read
and examined in the Temple Archives.

Sisterhood News
Thank you to all who have supported Sisterhood during this crazy time. You are very much
appreciated! With the Temple not being opened yet, we have continued to furnish the challahs
for the Shabbat Services. Personally, I cannot wait to bake them again!
If you are interested in being a part of the Sisterhood leadership, please let me know. I can be
contacted at 251-209-4818 or bettinasells@gmail.com.
Looking forward to seeing everyone again!

Bettina Prager
Sisterhood President
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May Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday to …
1
1
1
2
2
3
10
10
10
10
12
12
12
14
14
15
15

Donald Friedlander
Ralph Holberg III
Robert Zimmerman
Carrie Waldrop
Kimberly Zelnicker
Alain Gamble
Nicole Appelman
Dana Handmacher
Elsa Simon
Dana Susman
David Rose
Richard Rose
Ryan Sophie Small
Stephen Conrad
Joseph Fetterman
Josh Briskman
Heidi Kinsella

4
10
15
20
20

16
17
17
19
21
22
22
22
24
25
27
28
27
30
30
30
31

Todd Lewis
Ira Frederic Cherniak
Rachel Vorwaller
Christine Norris
John Webster
Mark Brown
Debbie Clolinger
Ethan Kunstadt
Donald Kunstadt
Alan Lewis
Maure Sternberg
Irving Koffler
Richard Zimmerman
Shirley Boyd
Gladys Cherniak
Allen Ross
Elizabeth Prager

Happy Anniversary to …
Christine Norris & Daryn Glassbrook
Aimee Walsh & Michael Holberg
Ada & Sam Small
Patti & Donald Kunstadt
Anna Elizabeth Seay & Evan Maisel
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June Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday to …
1
2
3
3
2
3
4
4
5
5
6
6
7
8
8
9
10
10

Emily Miles
Joshua Denson
Veronica Cherniak O’Brien
Victoria Cherniak Shuchart
Gretchen Goldberg
Lynn Zelnicker
Paul Bergman
Patricia Fishbein
Bradley Ennis
Kim Zimmerman
Bonnie Kidd
Sam Small
Addison Hall
Alexander Fratkin
Rick Hirsch
Sarah Webster
Shirley Gaggstatter
Nancy Pierce

12
13
17
18
19
19
19
20
21
21
22
23
23
26
26
27
30
30

Richard Mazey
Amelia Holberg
Marc Gottlieb
Dana Friedlander
David Brown
Jonathan Gardberg
Alan Goldberg
Mayer Briskman
Mark Berkin
Samuel Feibelman
Jill Conrad
Robert Brown
Roy Hoffman
James Barkin
Sandra Gandler
Benjamin Fishbein
Jeff Silverman
Brian Susman

Happy Anniversary to …
1
2
4
5
6
12
12
14
18
18
19
22
27

Gladys & David Cherniak
Flo & Tom Kessler
Nancy & Charlie Brown
Emily & Harold Fink
Patricia & Howard Silverman
LeNae & Bill Denson
Odette & Mel Sternberg
Sherry & Glen Mutchnick
Elaine & Robert Holberg
Jan & Steven Yellin
Bettina & Steve Prager
Alain & Gary Gamble
Jenny & Gary Rich
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The Secret to Better Home Fries? Cook Them Like the French Do
by Jesse Szewczyk
Source: https://www.thekitchn.com/pommes-persillade-22977600

Pommes persillade might sound fancy, but the homey side dish is incredibly easy to make at
home. Crispy potatoes with soft, tender centers are tossed in melted butter, minced garlic,
and fresh parsley to create the ultimate side dish. It’s like the classic diner home fries you
know and love, only elevated.
The trick to getting these potatoes super crispy is to boil them in salted water before panfrying them. This does two things: It cooks the potatoes all the way through so they are
perfectly tender, and it helps bring some of the potatoes’ gelatinized starches to the
surface so the potatoes get nice and crispy.
Pommes Persillade
Yield: Serves 6 to 8; Prep Time: 15 minutes;
Cook Time: 25 minutes to 30 minutes
Ingredients
• 4 medium russet potatoes (about 1 1/2 pounds total)
• 1 tbsp plus 3/4 tsp kosher salt, divided
• 2 cloves garlic
• 1/2 bunch fresh flat-leaf parsley
• 1 oz Parmesan cheese, finely shredded (about 1/2 cup)
• 4 tbsp (1/2 stick) unsalted butter
• 1/2 tsp freshly ground black pepper
• 2 tbsp olive oil
Instructions
1. Peel and cut 4 medium russet potatoes into 1” cubes. Place potatoes in a large pot and
add enough cold water to cover potatoes by 1”. Stir in 1 tbsp of kosher salt. Cover and
bring to a boil over high heat. Uncover and reduce heat to low to maintain a gentle
simmer. Cook until potatoes are easily pierced with a knife but not falling apart, 12-14
minutes. Meanwhile, line a baking sheet with paper towels.
2. Drain the potatoes, transfer onto a baking sheet, and spread in a single layer. Pat the
potatoes dry with more towels and let cool for 10 minutes. Meanwhile, mince 2 garlic
cloves, coarsely chop the leaves from 1/2 bunch fresh parsley, and finely shred 1 oz.
Parmesan cheese (about 1/2 cup). Microwave 4 tbsp unsalted butter in a large
microwave-safe bowl until melted, about 30 seconds. Add the garlic, parsley, 1/2 tsp
black pepper, and the remaining 3/4 tsp kosher salt, and stir to combine. Set aside.
3. Heat 2 tbsp olive oil in a 10” cast iron or nonstick skillet over medium-high heat until
shimmering. Work in batches if needed, add the potatoes and cook, stirring and flipping
them often, until golden-brown and crisp on all sides, 10 to 12 minutes total. Transfer
the potatoes into the bowl of garlic butter and toss to coat. Transfer into a serving bowl
and garnish with the Parmesan.
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YAHRZEITS
It is a true Mitzvah to honor those whose memory we hold dear by attending services on the Shabbat Yahrzeit
(year’s time), joining your congregation in reciting Kaddish, and the giving of charity in their memory.

To be read May 7
2nd
Frieda Friedman
4th
A.E. Fingerhut
Minnie Piser Schwarz
5th
Karin Appelman
Mirian Yassem Gandler
6th
Beatrice Zelnicker
7th
Gladys Kahn
To be read May 14
10th
Fran Brown
Karen Kopelman
Elsa Keller Lewis
14th
Sylvia Rose
Milton F. Rubel
15th
Jennie Spitzberg
To be read May 21
17th
Camille Baer
18th
Edward Gandler
20th
Richard Tolpin
21st
Sarah Kopelman
22nd
Gertrude Kopelman
Valdivia Vogel
To be read May 28
23rd
Irving Gandler
Ellen Muhlfelder
24th
Jerome Goldman
Molly Long

To be read May 28 (cont’d)
25th
Louis Goldman
26th
Sarah Pozner Cherniak
Samuel Diemar
29th
Helen Koffler

To be read June 18 (cont’d)
16th
Martin Lerch Sr.
Lewis Simon
Helen Small
Joseph Zulofsky

To be read June 4
30th
Agnes Tennenbaum
31st
G.B. Kahn
Juan Antonio Rotella
1st
Kenneth Morrow
3rd
Sophia Bornstein
Elaine Heart
4th
Patricia E. Fusco
Col. Norman H. Schwartz
5th
Jane Schear Richards

To be read June 25
20th
Leonard Galane
Michael Gold
Abe Silverman
21st
Louis Fleisher
Annette Friedman Gerson
Ira Saks
Sidney Schatten
24th
Elizabeth Strauss Eber
Robert C. Schwarz
25th
Redonia Fishbein
Jean Fry
26th
Jean Feinberg Marx
26th
David Raider

To be read June 11
7th
Joel Bornstein
11th
Helen Wagner
12th
Saul Berkin
Richard L. Frank Sr.
Harris Friedlander
To be read June 18
15th
Marion S. Frank
Mickey Levy

To be read July 3
27th
Leon Stern
28th
Herbert P. Feibelman III
29th
Herbert Feibelman Jr.
Harold Renaud
1st
Raymond Hirsch
2nd
Cassius Fishbein
Max Keller
Albert Klein

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Donation Form
Send this form with your check to:
Springhill Avenue Temple
1769 Springhill Avenue
Mobile, AL 36607

_____ Music Fund
_____ Adult Education Fund

Circle One:
In memory of / In honor of
______________________________________________
(person’s name or event)

_____ Religious School Fund

Donor:________________________________________

_____ Library Fund

Address:______________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Send acknowledgement to:
______________________________________________

_____ Archives Fund

_____ Social Action Fund
_____ Prayer Book Fund
_____ Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

___________________________________________________
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Calendar
Religious School – 10:30 -12:00 Noon - Sunday, May 2
11:00 – 1:00 pm – Sunday, May 16 – Picnic at Temple – Last School Day
Confirmation Class – 9:30 – 10:15 am – Sunday, May 2 w/Glen Mutchnick
Torah Study with Rabbi John Kaplan – Wednesday, May 26, at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

Religious Services & Events
Friday, May 7

6:15 p.m.

Bat Mitzvah of Meagan Furman via Zoom
Rabbi John Kaplan will conduct service
from our sanctuary

Saturday, May 8

10:30 a.m.

Bat Mitzvah of Meagan Furman via Zoom
Rabbi John Kaplan will conduct service
from our sanctuary

Friday, May 14

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service via Zoom
Rabbi Natan Trief will conduct service
from Atlanta

Starting May 21, the Temple is open for in-person Shabbat services &also via Zoom
Friday, May 21

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi John Kaplan will conduct service
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

Friday, May 28

6:15 p.m.

Confirmation Service
Rabbi John Kaplan will conduct service
from our sanctuary & via Zoom

PLEASE NOTE: The meeting ID and password for attending all Temple services
and events was changed effective April 1. An email was sent out to our membership
with these new Zoom sign-in instructions. If you have misplaced this information or for
some reason did not receive it, you can contact the Temple Office (251-478-0415),
Howard Silverman (251-605-8832), or Nate Ginsberg (251463-4845).
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