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The Temple Bulletin
springhillavenuetemple.com
We are coming together as a caring, inclusive community united in a common commitment to Judaism and to
furthering our spiritual growth. We desire to do this recognizing that worship of God, study of Torah, caring for the
Jewish people and our community, are central to our being as a Reform Jewish congregation. With these principles
as our foundation and guided by a historic past, we anticipate our future, one of continual lifelong self-renewal.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Friday, May 1

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Kosovske will conduct service via Zoom

Friday, May 8

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Kosovske will conduct service via Zoom

Friday, May 15

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Kosovske will conduct service via Zoom

Friday, May 22

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Kosovske will conduct service via Zoom

Friday, May 29

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Kosovske will conduct service via Zoom

At this point in time, the Temple will be practicing "social distancing" and is
asking our members, until further notice, to stay at home. Rabbi will be
conducting Shabbat services each week and Torah study when scheduled via
Zoom. You do not have to have the Zoom program on your computer. Just use the
link below at the appropriate times.
https://zoom.us/j/561082849
If you do not have a computer, you can call in using the following information:
1-301-715-8592 and the Meeting ID: 561 082 849
ALL SHABBAT SERVICES ARE CONGREGATIONAL SERVICES.
PLEASE JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Torah Selection:

Torah: Leviticus 16:1 - 20:27
Haftarah: Amos 9:7 - 9:15
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From Our Rabbi’s Study
In preparation for selling
my condominium very
recently, I spent days
going through boxes that
had sat unopened in my
attic for years. It’s
interesting what turned up
and the whole process
made me feel like an
archivist. Only the
“documents” I was looking at weren’t about
someone else’s life. They were about my own.
It is fascinating to look at pictures of people
with whom I spent part of my childhood. I
wonder what happened to them all. Some of
course, I am still in contact with. But most I
am not. And as my life went off in the
direction that it did, so I am sure theirs did, as
well.
But much more, it was interesting to look at
pictures of myself, to gaze at how I looked in
different phases of my life. Most things in my
life changed over the passage of time. But
some did not. And a part of what I was about
when the early photos were taken remained
with me and have continued all the way to the
present.

Some are the periods in our lives that we slide
through. Others are times that are challenging
to the core.
We are all living now in one of those periods of
intense challenge. None of us, even a few short
months ago, could have guessed what we
would be facing now. But as any student of
history knows, such has been the history of
civilization. The coronavirus Covid-19 plague
isn’t the first cataclysmic challenge that society
has faced. However, after the end of each at
some point, we ended up in a period of good.
And, I believe, that will happen this time as
well.
As with the pictures I have looked at, across
time I have changed. But with each new
period, I have emerged stronger (and hopefully
wiser) than I was before. And that, when this
plague ends, I am predicting that will happen
with us, as well.
So my charge, therefore, to us all, are these the
words of the Deuteronomist: “Be strong and of
good courage, and be not afraid…” We will
survive this and we will move into a positive
future. And in it, we will find happiness.
Equally, we once more will flourish and
prosper.

However, the pictures are also graphic
L’shalom, and ever with fondness,
depictions of decades of life experiences.
Some were positive. Some were not. But the
Howard A. Kosovske
important point is that that is what life is about.

Something new: Tea & Talk
Pour yourself a cup of tea or coffee and join Springhill
Avenue Temple members and Rabbi Kosovske for an hour of
conversation of just about anything at all. Really … no
planned agenda! Monday afternoons, 3:30 to 4:30 pm, on
Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/561082849 or by phone at: +1
(301) 715-8592 (Meeting ID: 561 082 849)
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From Our President
Springtime for us has
brought new
adventures and lifestyle
changes to the world. I
don’t know where the
time has gone as this
year as president is
nearing its end. As I
think back, it seems we
have accomplished
many tasks and face a few new interesting
challenges, as well. I am looking forward to
the coming year with optimism on our
direction for the future. Of course, not
everything has been easy. I can thank all of
you for your assistance, support, and giving of
your time. Our congregation is fortunate to
have many team players among our staff,
membership, and on our Board and
committees.
As you may know by now, our Rabbi has
informed us, he will be leaving at the end of
June. He has certainly been outstanding
leading us on our journey through some very
interesting times in the history of our
congregation. I would like to thank Rabbi
Kosovske for his efforts and friendship and
wish him the best on his future endeavors, as
he spends more time in the Boston area. We
plan to reunite in person when travel is
allowed.

Our search for a new spiritual leader will
continue and we have had some preliminary
conversations with potential candidates. I
thank our Search Committee chairs and
members for keeping up the momentum. I am
confident we will reach a time that it all works
out for the best going forward.
Seder also proved to be interesting online and I
would like to thank all who organized and
participated. The turnout was more than
expected, so a very positive event was enjoyed
by all.
We had our first Board meeting hosted by
Zoom recently and it was well received. We
may be doing more school and committee
meetings through the internet technology.
Our Nominating Committee is in place. Please
let your recommendations and concerns be
known as our future leadership evolves. Be
ready if you are called to serve.
Please make plans to attend the Annual
Meeting tentatively set for June 14. It may be
in person, over zoom, or some combination of
the two. We will have time to catch up on all
ideas and programs. I can’t thank y’all enough
for your support!
Randy Fry
Temple President

Mazel Tov &
Congratulations!
Congratulations to Celia and Aaron Lerch of Nashville
Tennessee on the birth of their second child.
Shoshana Helen Lerch was born April 12, 2020. Celia
is the daughter of Sherry and Glen Mutchnick and the
granddaughter of Frances Mutchnick.
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Message from Larry Brook, Editor
Southern Jewish Life
Due to the current shelter-in-place restrictions, our community publication, Southern Jewish Life
magazine, is distributing its next couple of issues entirely online. The new edition is currently
out, you can follow this link (https://issuu.com/sjlmag/docs/sjl0420combined) or go to the
Southern Jewish Life website (sjlmag.com) for a version that is downloadable. They also offer a
weekly email newsletter that you can sign up for by emailing subscribe@sjlmag.com.

What is it?
What do you know about it?
When was it used?
Recently, before our shelter-in-place, the storage
closet in the Social Hall was cleaned out and
reorganized. This large piece was found. There
were no other pieces inside, so, if it had innards,
they are now missing.
If you have any information about this piece,
please contact the Temple Office.

Contributions
In honor of David Rose’s 70th birthday – Amy & Jack Friedlander
In honor of Richard Rose’s 70th birthday – Amy & Jack Friedlander
In honor of Yetta Leigh’s 100th birthday – Enid & Gil Laden, Robin & Bob Cardinale
In memory of Holly Wiseman – Alan Hirsch
In memory of Michael Friedlander – Bettina & Steve Prager
In memory of Gordon McCracken – Bettina & Steve Prager
In memory of Ralph Holberg, Jr. – Elaine & Robert Holberg
In memory of Joseph Fetterman – Iris Klein
In memory of Cheri A. Silverman – Shirley Silverman
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From Our Archives
By Susan Thomas, Archivist

While you are staying at home during the
coronavirus scare, please consider spending
some time going through old family
photographs, documents, keepsakes, etc. If
you find any items you do not want to keep,
consider donating them to the Temple
archives!
The following items would be helpful to have
for the Archives files: bar/bat mitzvah
programs and photographs, baby naming
photographs, confirmation programs and
photographs, wedding announcements,
invitations, programs, and photographs
(especially if the wedding was performed in
the Temple), obituaries, newspaper articles
about congregants — anything related to a
significant life event of a congregant or a
congregant’s close relative.
Although increasing our collections related to
the Temple’s founders, early leaders, and their
descendants is desirable, it is also helpful to

have information on our current members.
What may seem like a trivial piece of
information to you at this time, could be a
valuable gem of research for someone in the
next century!
I am particularly interested in getting
information related to congregants’ military
service, especially if the service was combatrelated. I would also like to increase our files
on Jewish businesses, stores, and professional
associations. And, again, I would appreciate
any photographs or other memorabilia from
any weddings held in the Temple.
As you clean out and find items that you are
unsure of whether or not they are suitable for
giving to the Archives, please feel free to
email me at susanthomas1744@comcast.net.
Also, please note that photocopies of
newspaper articles, documents, and even old
photographs are acceptable for donation; we
do not have to take your originals, if you want
to keep them. Some examples are shown
below.
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From Our Religious School
by Patricia Silverman, Th.M., Religious School Director

At the end of March and during April, our Religious School became "Zoomy" in order to stay in
touch and to keep learning, as well as keeping everyone safe at home. We had a great time
seeing each other and getting used to and adapting to the rapid changes in our daily routine. We
had four Zoom classes in which we learned about Passover and one which focused on Allan
Hall, a Holocaust survivor, who is a good friend of mine from Miami Beach. He touched our
hearts in sharing his personal story.
We are very fortunate to have Ofir Rozenberg, our past Shlicha, join us and teach us a few
Hebrew words every Sunday. Ofir, who is currently in Tel Aviv, will be teaching the students
Hebrew next year. Technology can be a true blessing!
At the end of April, we celebrated Israel's Independence Day, Yom Ha'atzmaut, by learning and
playing a trivia game.

 Allan Hall,
Holocaust
survivor and our
special guest
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Meet Our Members – Cindy & Ben Bloom
What is an interesting thing that most people don't
know about you?
It was a joke at first sight… and then a love at
second… We met randomly one night out on the town
and after a few drinks and “half-truths”. Ben got
Cindy’s number. They left not really expecting to hear
from the each other again. The very next night in a
different town, about 30 minutes from where they met
the night before, Ben and Cindy were both attending
the same going away party for what turned out to be a
mutual friend. “Truths” got sorted out and they
realized they had a lot in common, in addition to many
mutual friends. In two months, they were secretly
engaged and the rest is history.
Do you have any hobbies you enjoy?
We love everything water. Be it swimming, paddle boarding, canoe/kayaking, beaching, and
exploring. We also love being around people – we love hosting dinners and parties.
Would you share a secret about yourself?
Joe Cain Day is our favorite day of the whole year. We are excited that 2021 Joe Cain Day is
also Valentine’s Day or ValenCain’s Day.
What do you enjoy most about your current career?
We met while we both worked for nonprofits at the time. Ben with a Jewish Federation and
Cindy with a Catholic community health organization. We have both sought out positions in the
non-profit sector. Currently, Ben is working at Five Rivers Delta Resource Center and Cindy is
working at Feeding the Gulf Coast. Ben started volunteering at Five Rivers because of his love
of nature and conservation. What he enjoys most about the mission is it helps preserve and
conserve a most unique and special piece of land and waters for generations to come.
Cindy believes that equal access to healthy food should be a human right not a privilege. Cindy
loves the mission of Feeding the Gulf Coast and works hard every day to get people the healthy
food they need to lead their best lives.
How would you say Judaism has inspired the way you live your life?
Judaism has inspired or at the least been a part of Ben’s daily existence for as long as he can
remember. With multiple family members that are Rabbis and a Cantor, he can hardly remember
a Shabbat growing up where he didn’t attend at least one service either Erev or Morning.
Judaism/G-d/The Higherness has been with him daily through interactions with others; to being
with nature; to informing his connection to the communities he belongs. Even though Cindy was
raised Catholic, before they got married, Ben and Cindy decided to raise their children Jewish.
They have enjoyed making Springhill Avenue Temple their spiritual home and look forward to
many years to come raising their children in this special community.
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"Out of an Abundance of Caution":
A Prayer Amid a Pandemic
By: Rabbi Joseph Meszler

Out of an abundance of caution, I’m staying home.
Out of an abundance of caution, I’m washing my hands for at least 20 seconds, sometimes
singing the ABCs, sometimes singing the itsy-bitsy spider, and sometimes saying a prayer.
Out of an abundance of caution, I am telling people how much I love them every day, sometimes
multiple times a day. I can get annoying.
Out of an abundance of caution, I am waving frantically to the stranger across the street while I
am out for my walk, making eye-contact, smiling and saying hello.
Out of an abundance of caution, I am not using the expression “social distancing.” Physical
distancing, yes; social distancing, no way.
Out of an abundance of caution, I have subscribed to a joke a day.
Out of abundance of caution, I am looking out for people who might be stressed and hungry for
food and love and giving more than I have before.
Out of an abundance of caution, I am paying attention more than ever to the words of my
prayers.
Out of an abundance of caution, I have faith that love and kindness are contagious, too.
Out of an abundance of caution, I am telling you I am here for you, I care about us, I need you,
and I want everyone to know we are all in this together.
Rabbi Joseph Meszler is the spiritual leader of Temple Sinai in Sharon, MA
Taken from URJ.org website - https://reformjudaism.org/blog/2020/03/19/out-abundance-caution-prayer-amidpandemic
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May Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday to …
1
1
1
2
2
3
6
10
10
10
10
12
12
14
14
15
15

Donald Friedlander
Ralph Holberg III
Robert Zimmerman
Carrie Waldrop
Kimberly Zelnicker
Alain Gamble
Ron Berman
Nicole Appelman
Dana Handmacher
Elsa Simon
Dana Susman
David Rose
Richard Rose
Stephen Conrad
Joseph Fetterman
Josh Briskman
Heidi Kinsella

16
17
19
21
22
22
22
24
25
28
29
27
30
30
30
30
31

Todd Lewis
Ira Frederic Cherniak
Christine Norris
John Webster
Mark Brown
Debbie Clolinger
Ethan Kunstadt
Donald Kunstadt
Alan Lewis
Irving Koffler
Aaron Denson
Richard Zimmerman
Shirley Boyd
Gladys Cherniak
Sloane Maisel
Allen Ross
Elizabeth Prager

Happy Anniversary to …
4
10
15
20
20
24

Christine Norris & Daryn Glassbrook
Aimee Walsh & Michael Holberg
Ada & Sam Small
Patti & Donald Kunstadt
Anna Elizabeth Seay & Evan Maisel
Elizabeth & Fred Miller
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June Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday to …
1
2
2
3
3
2
3
4
4
5
5
6
6
8
8
9
9
10

Emily Miles
Joshua Denson
Cheri Silverman
Veronica Cherniak O’Brien
Victoria Cherniak Shuchart
Gretchen Goldberg
Lynn Zelnicker
Paul Bergman
Patricia Fishbein
Bradley Ennis
Kim Zimmerman
Bonnie Kidd
Sam Small
Alexander Fratkin
Rick Hirsch
Phil Linnick
Sarah Webster
Shirley Gaggstatter

12
13
16
17
18
19
19
19
20
21
21
22
23
23
26
27
30
30

Richard Mazey
Amelia Holberg
Jerry Dobbins
Marc Gottlieb
Dana Friedlander
David Brown
Jonathan Gardberg
Alan Goldberg
Mayer Briskman
Mark Berkin
Samuel Feibelman
Jill Conrad
Robert Brown
Roy Hoffman
Sandra Gandler
Benjamin Fishbein
Jeff Silverman
Brian Susman

Happy Anniversary to …
1
2
4
5
12
12
14
18
18
19
22
27

Gladys & David Cherniak
Flo & Tom Kessler
Nancy & Charlie Brown
Emily & Harold Fink
LeNae & Bill Susman
Odette & Mel Sternberg
Sherry & Glen Mutchnick
Elaine & Robert Holberg
Jan & Steven Yellin
Bettina & Steve Prager
Alain & Gary Gamble
Jenny & Gary Rich
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YAHRZEITS
It is a true Mitzvah to honor those whose memory we hold dear by attending services on the Shabbat Yahrzeit
(year’s time), joining your congregation in reciting Kaddish, and the giving of charity in their memory.

To be read on May 1
26th
Alma Frank
28th
Elia C. Rotella
2nd
Frieda Friedman
To be read on May 8
4th
A.E. Fingerhut
Minnie Piser Schwarz
5th
Karin Appelman
Miriam Yassam Gandler
6th
Beatrice Zelnicker
7th
Gladys Kahn
To be read on May 15
10th
Fran Brown
Karen Kopelman
Elsa Keller Lewis
14th
Sylvia Rose
Milton F. Rubel
15th
Jennie Spitzberg
To be read on May 22
17th
Camille Baer
18th
Edward Gandler
20th
Richard Tolpin
21st
Sarah Kopelman
22nd
Gertrude Kopelman
Valdivia Vogel
23rd
Irving Gandler
Ellen Muhlfelder

To be read on May 29
24th
Jerome Goldman
Molly Long
25th
Louis Goldman
26th
Sarah Pozner Cherniak
Samuel Diemar
29th
Helen Koffler
To be read on June 5
31st
Juan Antonio Rotella
1st
Kenneth Morrow
3rd
Sophia Bornstein
Elaine Heart
4th
Patricia E. Fusco
Col. Norman H. Schwartz
5th
Jane Schear Richards
To be read on June 12
7th
Joel Bornstein
9th
G.B. Kahn
11th
Helen Wagner
12th
Saul Berkin
Richard L. Frank Sr.
Harris Friedlander

To be read on June 19 (cont’d)
16th
Martin Lerch Sr
Lewis Simon
Helen Small
Joseph Zulofsky
Abe Silverman
To be read on June 26
21st
Louis Fleischer
Annette Friedman Gerson
Albert Klein
Ira Saks
Sidney Schatten
24th
Elizabeth Strauss Eber
Robert C. Schwartz
25th
Redonia Fishbein
Jean Fry
26th
David Raider
27th
Leon Stern

To be read on June 19
15th
Marion S. Frank
Mickey Levy

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Donation Form
Send this form with your check to:
Springhill Avenue Temple
1769 Springhill Avenue
Mobile, AL 36607

_____ Music Fund
_____ Adult Education Fund

Circle One:
In memory of / In honor of
______________________________________________
(person’s name or event)

_____ Religious School Fund

Donor:________________________________________

_____ Library Fund

Address:______________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Send acknowledgement to:
______________________________________________

_____ Archives Fund

_____ Social Action Fund
_____ Prayer Book Fund
_____ Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

___________________________________________________
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Calendar
Hebrew School & Religious School
Zoom classes are being setup on a weekly basis. You will be notified via email.
Tea & Talk with Rabbi Kosovske every Monday from 3:30 – 4:30 pm via Zoom
https://zoom.us/j/561082849 or by phone at: +1 (301) 715-8592 (Meeting ID: 561 082 849)
Torah Study with Rabbi Kosovske
Wednesdays
5:30 p.m. May 6, 13, 20, and 27 – Via Zoom
https://zoom.us/j/561082849 or by phone at: +1 (301) 715-8592 (Meeting ID: 561 082 849)
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

Religious Services
Friday, May 1

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Kosovske will conduct service via Zoom

Friday, May 8

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Kosovske will conduct service via Zoom

Friday, May 15

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Kosovske will conduct service via Zoom

Friday, May 22

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Kosovske will conduct service via Zoom

Friday, May 29

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Kosovske will conduct service via Zoom

At this point in time, the Temple will be practicing "social distancing" and is
asking our members, until further notice, to stay at home. Rabbi will be
conducting Shabbat services each week and Torah study when scheduled via
Zoom. You do not have to have the Zoom program on your computer. Just use the
link below at the appropriate times.
https://zoom.us/j/561082849
If you do not have a computer, you can call in using the following information:
1-301-715-8592 and the Meeting ID: 561 082 849
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