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Congregation Sha’arai Shomayim
Springhill Avenue Temple

Founded 1844

The Temple Bulletin
springhillavenuetemple.com
We are coming together as a caring, inclusive community united in a common commitment to Judaism and to
furthering our spiritual growth. We desire to do this recognizing that worship of God, study of Torah, caring for the
Jewish people and our community, are central to our being as a Reform Jewish congregation. With these principles
as our foundation and guided by a historic past, we anticipate our future, one of continual lifelong self-renewal.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Friday, January 5

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, January 12

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
with the Congregational Choir

Saturday, January 13

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Coffee & Doughnuts
Temple Anniversary Service
with the Congregational Choir
Invited Guests - Congregation Beth-El

Friday, January 19

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, January 26

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

The Temple offices will be closed on
Monday, January 15.
ALL SHABBAT SERVICES ARE CONGREGATIONAL SERVICES.
PLEASE JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Torah Selection:
Exodus 1:1 – 6:1
Haftarah – Isaiah 27:6 – 28:13; 29:22 – 23

FROM THE RABBI
The Commandments of Judaism

J

udaism is a discourse. It is a discourse or
conversation based on God, percolating
through the texts that have come to
constitute Judaism’s Sacred Scriptures and
rabbinic writings. The central text has been
and remains the Torah or the Five Books of
Moses. The Torah was treasured and venerated
because it was believed to be holy, the literal
revelation of God’s word. It is the oldest
sacred text in Western civilization and is the
basis not only of
Judaism, but of
Christianity and Islam,
too.

all sorts of new observances that were modeled
closely on practices from the Temple.
Technically, they still are not a means of
fulfilling those commandments in the way the
Torah spells out. There are also some
commandments that can be fulfilled only in the
Land of Israel, such as leaving agricultural land
fallow every so many years. Few of the 613
commandments can actually be observed today:
77 of the positive and 194 of the negative.

The surviving commandments
are fewer than half of the
original total, but they are quite
sufficient to keep Orthodox
According to classical
Jews extraordinarily busy
rabbinic tradition, the
fulfilling ritual obligations from
Torah reflects God’s
early in the morning till late at
will that all Jews
night. My Aunt Ruth, an
observe the 613
Orthodox synagogue member
Commandments. The
in Waterbury, Connecticut,
Rabbi Kaplan with Eli Shaviro, Mayor of Ariel
Talmud states that
saw herself as something of
because the Hebrew numerical value of the
an advocate for traditional Judaism. Even she
word Torah is 611, and there were two
was shocked when I brought her a book that
commandments heard by the Children of Israel laid out the obligations of Jewish law upon
in a group, that means there was a total of 613 individuals each morning. These laws got
commandments. However, the Talmud does
incredibly specific, to the extent of dictating
not list the 613 commandments nor does it
which shoe should be put on first. She didn’t
indicate what they are. It does say that there
like this legalistic approach to religion one bit.
are 248 positive commandments, the number of For her, tradition was a wonderful thing, but
bones and organs they thought the human body she envisioned tradition in something the way
contained, and 365 negative commandments,
Tevye from Fiddler on the Roof did.
the number of days in the solar year (Talmudic
Tevye, of course, is a fictional character from
reference is to Makkot 23b-24a). If one truly
Sholem Aleichem’s short stories, a Broadway
believes God gave the Five Books of Moses,
musical, and finally a movie. Unlike a fictional
then one would feel obligated to follow all 613
character who can remain eternally situated in
Commandments, if possible.
limbo between the old world and the new, we
Even if we could suspend our lack of belief, a have to move with the times. Actually, we do
problem remains. Many of the commandments not have to move forward with the times, but if
relate only to practices done in the Temple in
we don’t, we have to push back against them.
Jerusalem. Once the Second Temple had been We cannot just sit still pretending that time
destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE, those
isn’t moving.
commandments, strictly speaking, could no
Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan
longer be observed. The rabbis or sages went
into crisis management mode and came up with
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Did you know our Temple owns several
Salvador Dali lithographs? Yes, that’s right!
The Salvador Dali (1904-1989) who is one of
the most recognized artists in the world.
Back in 2002, a gentleman living in Fairhope
gave our Temple nine (9) Salvador Dali
lithographs. These lithographs were created by
Dali to commemorate
the 20th anniversary of
the founding of the
State of Israel. All of
our lithographs are
signed by Salvador
Dali.
In fact, three (3) of
these lithographs have
been on display for
quite a while in the
hallway leading to our
Chapel and your Board has started the process
of deciding what to do with our other Dali
lithographs.
On Wednesday, December 13, Mr. Ed Skinner
made digital photographs of our lithographs.
(Ed and his wife Minnie are Temple members
and Minnie is on our Religious School
Committee.) Mrs. Susan Thomas, our

archivist, and Dr. Mel Sternberg of the Archives
and Library Committee made the lithographs
available.
Mr. Skinner will ask Nall of the Nall
Foundation - Studio/Gallery in Fairhope to give
us a general opinion of the lithographs. This
will begin our valuation process of the Salvador
Dali lithographs as Nall studied under Salvador
Dali. Please note this is
only the beginning of our
valuation/appraisal of
these lithographs. Your
Board needs a current
valuation of this art for
insurance purposes.
Then we will ask Mr.
Randy Fry to give us an
idea of what our
insurance costs would be
for us to continue
ownership of these lithographs.
We even have a copy of the Letter of
Introduction for these lithographs which is
signed by David Ben Gurion. Hopefully, we
can afford to keep our Dali lithographs and put
them on display.
Mike Pereira, President

DONATIONS FOR THE CEMETERY FUND
By now, you should have received a letter from the
Cemetery Committee stating the need for funding in
order to do some necessary upkeep and maintenance to
the Springhill Avenue Temple Cemetery. This will
include topping and trimming the dead wood out of the
oaks, removing some of the smaller trees, and grinding
the stumps. There is a lot of work to be done and it is
necessary in order to protect the headstones and markers
from falling limbs. It will also make our beautiful trees
healthier.
If you have not already done so, please consider sending a donation, however great
or small, to the Springhill Avenue Temple Cemetery Fund.
Thank you!
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FROM OUR ARCHIVES
By Susan Thomas, Archivist
Temple and its congregants, helping researchers
learn more about their ancestors, and maintaining
files and collections that reflect the Temple’s
history. For those of you who do not know me, I
am a social worker with a love of local history and
a strong interest in Southern culture. I live in
Midtown with my husband, three dogs, and my
101-year-old mother. I have enjoyed my 12 years
working as your archivist and hope to continue in
my position as long as you see the need for my
services.

Thirty-eight years ago, in January 1980, Robert
Zietz was hired as the archivist for Springhill
Avenue Temple. For over ten years, a dedicated
Archives Committee had worked diligently to
establish the archives as a means of preserving the
Temple’s history. Finally, in 1980, the archives
found a home in a small dressing area behind the
stage in the social hall.
Mr. Zietz served as archivist for over twenty-five
years. Under his leadership, the physical area of
the archives was remodeled and expanded, largely
as a result of a bequest from the Eichold family.
In addition to organizing the contents of the
Archives and managing the holdings, Mr. Zietz
also wrote a history of the congregation.

I typically work at the archives on Monday and
Wednesday mornings, but my schedule is flexible
and I try to accommodate anyone who wants to
come to the archives to do research or to learn
more about what we offer. Please feel free to
contact me at susanthomas1744@ comcast.net if
you would like to visit the archives or if you need
help researching a topic.

I had the honor of following Mr. Zietz as Temple
Archivist upon his retirement in 2005. I have
continued his duties of collecting and organizing
documents related to the

Savannah Teen Weekend, January 19-21, 2018
The Savannah Teen Weekend is made possible through support from the
Savannah Jewish Federation of Savannah, GA, and is open to Jewish teens grades
8-12. Make new Jewish friends from across the southeast.
•
•
•
•
•

Organized home hospitality
fun and transformative Jewish programming
Saturday dance and program
all meals included.
Cost $50.

For more info www.savj.org or contact Devra Silverman at 912-3558111; engagement@savj.org.
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2018 Scholar-in-Residence
Dr. David Frankel
January 10-14, 2018

For 2018, the Adult Education Committee is delighted to present four days with the
Scholar-in-Residence, Rabbi David Frankel. Since 1992, Dr. Frankel has served as a
senior lecturer in Bible at the Schechter Institutes of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem. He did
his PhD at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem under the direction of Professor Moshe
Weinfeld. His publications include: The Murmuring Stories of the Priestly School and The
Land of Canaan and the Destiny of Israel. From 1991 to 1996, Rabbi Frankel was the rabbi
of Congregation Shevet Achim in Gilo, Jerusalem.

Itinerary for Rabbi Frankel
Wednesday, January 10, 2018, 5:30 pm, Temple library - “Who really wrote the
Torah?”
Friday, January 12, 2018, 6:00 pm, after Shabbat services - “When God fought
the Monster of the Sea- Mythological Traditions and Their Transformation in
the Bible and Midrash.”
Saturday, January 13, 2018, 11:00 am, Anniversary Service and Shabbaton with
Temple Beth-El, Pensacola, Florida - “What Really Happened in the Garden of
Eden.”
Saturday, January 13, 2018, 3:00 pm, Christian-Jewish Dialogue - “Does the
Hebrew Bible Foretell the Story of Jesus? Jewish-Christian Polemics in the
Middle Ages.
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The Mobile Jewish Film Festival
January 11 – 28, 2018
All reservations and ticket purchases must be made through the
Mobile Area Jewish Federation (MAJF) – 251-343-7197;
majf123@bellsouth.net; mobilejewishfederation.org

Film Schedule
Thursday, January 11, 2pm
Mobile Museum of Art
Film – “As Seen Through These Eyes”

Sunday, January 14, 3pm
Ahavas Chesed Synagogue
Film – Sammy Davis Jr - “I’ve Gotta Be Me”
Music before the film; dessert reception
follows

Tuesday, January 16, 7pm
Laidlaw Performing Arts Center, USA
Film – “1945 ”

Wednesday, January 17, 7pm
Laidlaw Performing Arts Center, USA
Film – “Harmonia”

Thursday, January 18, 7pm
Laidlaw Performing Arts Center, USA
Film – “My Hero My Brother”
Dessert reception follows

Sunday, January 21, 3pm
Ahavas Chesed Synagogue
Film – “Women’s Balcony”
Dessert reception follows

Tuesday, January 23, 7pm
USA – Performance Center, Fairhope
Film – “Fanny’s Journey”

Wednesday, January 24, 7pm
Ben May Main Library, Bernheim Hall
Film – “An Act of Defiance”

Thursday, January 25, 7pm
Springhill Avenue Temple
Film – “A Heartbeat Away” preceded by
“Dear God”

Sunday, January 28, 7pm
Springhill Avenue Temple
Film – “Joe’s Violin”
Violin and piano concert follows and
closing night dessert reception

Who Are Those Good Lookin’, Good Cookin’ Latke Makers!

L-R: David Rose, Howard Silverman, Steve Muhlfelder, Mike Pereira, and Nate Ginsberg
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ONEGS ABOVE AND BEYOND!
With the Hebrew month of Kislev behind us and Tevet
arriving, I am filled with gratitude for the Oneg Committee and
the beautiful and meaningful dishes they bring to our weekly
Oneg Shabbat. It is a delight to gather together each Friday
after services as we get in touch with our “Inner Shabbat - a
Community of One People.” Thank you all for your delectable
treats, for setting up the Social Hall, and for being part of the
“Kitchen Krewe.” For reaching above and beyond, I thank
you: Ellen Carter, Gail Chadwick, Barry Fox, Jonathan
Fratkin, Priscilla Gold-Darby, Sandra Gandler, Violet
Glassbrook, Dianna Kubat, Alicia Lucas, Larry Miller, Jamie
and Ahvram Novetsky, Margaret Segal, Patricia Silerverman,
Maure Sternberg, and Mel Sternberg.
As we move into the new year, I would like to invite any
member of the congregation to participate in the weekly Onegs.
This could be to celebrate a simcha or to offer something to the
congregation. It can be a family specialty or anything else you
would like to offer; just bring it to the kitchen on Friday before services. If you would like to sponsor
an Oneg Shabbat for a special occasion, contact me so we can work together. And, if you would like
to be part of this o-mazing hands-on committee, please join me as we learn together how to prepare
and present each wonderful Oneg Shabbat! L’shalom,
Susie Fox - snfoxos@cableone.net; 228.219.5662

Tu B’Shevat
It is still not too late to get your trees for Tu B’Shevat (Arbor Day). If you
would like to donate a tree (many varieties to choose from), please send in
a contribution of $35 to the Temple office. The planting date is scheduled
for Sunday, January 28 at 9:30 a.m. and also the Religious School’s Tu
B’Shevat seder.

Current Tree List:
Judy Aronson – Ein Shemer Apple (1) – In memory of Nick Aronson
Gail Chadwick & Jonathan Fratkin – Any variety (2)
Amy & Jack Friedlander – Ein Shemer Apple (2)
Diane Garden & Michael Monheit – Ein Shemer Apple (1) – In memory of Anita Garden
Pricilla Gold-Darby – Ein Shemer Apple (1) – In memory of Willis Darby
Alan Hirsch – Orange & Satsuma (4) - In Memory of Violet & Raymond Hirsch
Rabbi Kaplan – Fig (1)
Leslie & Larry Miller – Tangerine (10) – In memory of Dolores & Alvin Loeb
Charmein & Walt Moser – Ein Shemer Apple (1)
Steve Muhlfelder – Any variety (1) – In memory of Sandy, Troy, Ashley, Katie, and Courtney Cooke
Alicia & Mike Pereira – Plum (1)
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January Birthdays and Anniversaries

Happy Birthday To ...
3
4
6
6
6
7
7
8
9
9
10
10
11
11
13
14
14

Happy Anniversary

Claris Feibelman
Ann Miller
Diane Garden-Monheit
Alice Handmacher
Mimi Holberg
Jane Allen
Phillip Feibelman
Jeff Conrad
Ellen Carter
Lynne Switzkey
Will Kinsella
Bill Susman
Alan Franco
Harvey Gandler
Vicki Silverman-Lugar
Judy Dittman
Madison Friduss

17
18
18
20
21
21
22
22
24
25
25
25
26
27
28
29
30

LeNae Denson
Joshua Hochhauser
Terry Passman
William Baron
Lowell Friedman
Ryan Fusco
Stephanie Dittman
Sam Lansky
Barbara Cherniak
Hugh Borak
Debra Fetterman
Deanne Schjott
Jonathan Hirsch
Marjorie Altmayer
Andrew Brown
Daniel Kinsella
Joshua Mutchnick

29 Susan & Terry Passman
30 Dana & David Furman

February Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday To ...
1
1
2
2
2
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
5
6
9
11
11

Caitlin Brown
Sydnie Susman
Judy Aronson
Adam Miller
Bill Shulman
Lisa Magnes
Gaela Youngblood
Rachel Goldberg
Joanne Koffler
Enid Laden
Kathryn Friedlander
Rebecca Hochhauser
Katherine Miles
Evan Webster
Dori Small
Janis Friedlander
Larry Miller

Happy Anniversary
12
13
13
15
16
16
18
18
19
19
22
22
24
26
27
28

Bobette Friedman
Jay Altmayer
Aaron Solomon
Phil Magnes
Brion Berman
Perrye Lewis
Joy Gardberg
Violet Glassbrook
Gabe Fry
Margeoux Silverstein
Claire Aycock
Alan Hirsch
Holly Wiseman
Diane Frank
Norma Conrad
Wills Briskman
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8 Mimi & Steve Johnson
23 Carol & Matt Eberlein

CONTRIBUTIONS
A plaque has been placed in honor of Renee Stein’s birthday – David Rose, Richard Rose,
Iris & Nate Ginsberg, Amy & Jack Friedlander, Susan & Mike Rosenbaum, Jill Gottlieb,
Patricia & Howard Silverman
In honor of G.B. Kahn’s birthday – Joy & Jonny Gardberg
In honor of Billy Kahn’s birthday – Joy & Jonny Gardberg
In appreciation of Deborah Hoffman and Dr. Jonathan Fratkin for their selfless caregiving and
assistance given to my brother, Marc Polland – Donna Stone
In memory of Marc Polland In memory of Ben & Bertha Shane – Paul Bergman
In memory of Peter Susman, Lisa Graney & Ricki Susman – Eileen Susman
In memory of Joel Silverman – Shirley Silverman
In memory of Gretchen Weinstein – Lucy & Steve Weinstein
In memory of Dr. Samuel Sternberg – Odette & Mel Sternberg
In memory of Arthur R. Seelig – Odette & Mel Sternberg
In memory of Harriet & Joe B. Friedlander – Emily & Harold Fink
In memory of Helen Silverman – Barry Silverman
In memory of Ellen Eber – Jill Gottlieb
In memory of Lila Kogon – Larry Kogon
In honor of Rebecca Shulman – Ellen & Bill Shulman
In honor of Leah D. Newfield – Ellen & Bill Shulman

YAHRZEIT
It is a true Mitzvah to honor those whose memory we hold dear by attending services on the Shabbat Yahrzeit
(year’s time), joining your congregation in reciting Kaddish, and the giving of charity in their memory.

January 5
James H. Zelnicker, Ethel Mutchnick, Betty Schwarz, Jean Rose Kozlove, Fannye Silverstein

January 13
Harry Kogon, Claire Sternberg Preston, Betty Julius, Milton Kozlove, Clara Rosenbaum, William
Slepian, Susan Sparks, Esther Friedman, Milton Goldberg

January 19
Jean Angstreich, Lillian Broth, Amelia Piser, Barnetta Rosenberg Allen, Mildred Gandler

January 27
Harry Paper, Jack Silverman, Tom Aycock, Louis Heir, Evelyn Nathan Friedman,
Barry David Garden, Leonard Gandler
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From Our Sisterhood
By Priscilla Gold-Darby

My partners in crime this month are Ralph Holberg, a lifelong member of our Temple, legal
advisor, and admirer and supporter of Sisterhood, and wife Sandy, an active member of
Sisterhood.
Ralph says, “If you were to ask any rabbi of any American congregation, and maybe beyond,
what makes the Temple tick, what is the group without which nothing much gets done, he or she
would surely say ‘the Sisterhood,’ and the rabbi and everybody else in leadership wouldn’t be
wrong. It is one of those universal truths, and for sure true for Sha’arai Shomayim.” He
reminded me that Sisterhood is not just another committee (although our committees certainly do
good work), but an “auxiliary,” specially recognized in the Temple Constitution, like the Men’s
Club. We are not just a meeting and planning group who reports to the Board, but a democratic
organization nearly as independent as the Temple itself, one that works closely with the Board to
give vital support to the Congregation’s mission and purposes. This means that we have a wide
range of responsibilities with multiple programs and projects each year, and this year is no
different. So, if you haven’t already become part of us, please do so now. We need you and we
want to count you in. You won’t be sorry. You can help us help our Temple fulfill its functions
as a place for worship, study and meeting together - a sacred place for happy and sometimes not
so happy occasions - and sometimes a setting for just plain fun, where sisterly schmoosing is in
order.
Here is a reminder of some of the things we do:
Shabbat and holiday onegs
Special life-cycle onegs
Coordinate holiday celebrations
Maintain the Temple kitchen
St. Patty’s Day Corned beef fund raiser
events

Joint dinners with the Men's Club
Coordinate volunteer projects in the community
Sponsor Mahjong and Scrabble every Monday
Liaison to Temple upkeep and beautification
Provide assistance to other unplanned Temple

Yes, we do spend a lot of time in the kitchen. Food is a lifeline. It is also an essential ingredient
of most of our Jewish celebrations. Susie Fox and I find it to be a very creative medium to work
in. A lot of volunteers in the kitchen is like a quilting bee, the work gets done and we connect,
deepen friendships, and learn new ways of doing things! (Ralph calls the togetherness
schmoosing, but I call it connecting!)
Bring your personal passion with you. Tell us which of our several committees you would like
to be part of. I have the list. And I’ll admit it, we also need your dues, because like it or not,
however spiritual we are, in Temple work not much happens without an adequate Treasury. Drop
me a line, email me, or just tell me when you see me next time to count you in. Send your dues
check to the Temple and Diana Kubat, Sisterhood Treasurer, will get it. Let me know what you
enjoy doing and how you would like to help.
As you know, the Temple goes back to 1844 and has always had women (and men) to support its
mission. The Sisterhood brought then, and brings now, not only our presence, but loving hands in
prayer and in doing the congregational work for which we have enjoyed a special reputation
through the years. Be in touch, have fun with us, become part of us - this year and every year,
and get ready to schmoose.
See you at the next meeting and see you in Temple.
- 10 -

FROM OUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
by Patricia Silverman, Th.M., Religious School Director
Our Religious School made a field trip to
Somerby and performed their Hanukah skit for
the residents. We had great participation and
the students gave each person a gift. Everyone
at Somerby loved it! Mazel Tov to everyone;
the students did a great Mitzvah.
The visit to the Temple Gift Shop for students
to purchase Hanukah gifts also was a success.
Thank you, Amy and Judy.
The Hanukkah Family Service was beautiful.
Everyone participated and, of course, they all
were fascinated with the Hanukah skit. The
lighting of the candles outside with the choirs
singing and Seth with his guitar was amazing.
We had over 80 participants at the service. As
usual, the latkes were delicious and it was a
wonderful celebration.
It was a great Hanukah and, after our short
vacation, we are ready for 2018 - WOW!!!
Sunday, January 7, will be the first Religious

School class in 2018. It will be a fun day
because the Jacobs Camp representives will
give us a presentation about their summer
camp program. “Going to a Jewish summer
camp gives a child the opportunity to make
friends for life, celebrate their Judaism with
other Jewish kids, and explore his or her
Jewish identity in an oasis of Jewish life.”
All parents and grandparents, along with the
students, are invited to come and learn about
the fun and opportunities Jacobs camp offers
to our Jewish community.
To help even more, our Temple has an
anonymous donor who will contribute $1000
for first time campers and $500 for returning
campers. Additionally, the Goldring Family
Foundation and other organizations offer
scholarship opportunities. I am here to help
guide you through all of these opportunities to
ensure that your child can have this fabulous
Jacobs Camp experience.
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CALENDAR
Wednesday Torah Study

5:30 p.m.

January 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31

Hebrew School

Sundays

9:00 a.m.

January 7, 21, and 28
(No Hebrew School January 14)

Religious School

Sundays

10:00 a.m.

January 7, 21, and 28
(No Religious School January 14)

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Sunday, January 7
Monday, January 8

Jacobs Camp to visit Religious School
6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 10-14

Saturday, January 13

Choir Rehearsal
Dr. David Frankel
2017 Scholar-in-Residence
(full schedule on page 5)

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Coffee & Doughnuts
Temple Anniversary Service
with the Congregational Choir
Invited Guests - Congregation Beth-El

Thursday, January 11-28

Mobile Jewish Film Festival
(full schedule on page 6)

Sunday, January 28

Religious School Tu B’Shevat
Tree Planting and Seder

Monday, January 29

6:00 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal

The Temple offices will be closed on
Monday, January 15.
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