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Congregation Sha’arai Shomayim
Springhill Avenue Temple

Founded 1844

The Temple Bulletin
springhillavenuetemple.com

We are coming together as a caring, inclusive community united in a common commitment to Judaism and to
furthering our spiritual growth. We desire to do this recognizing that worship of God, study of Torah, caring for the
Jewish people and our community, are central to our being as a Reform Jewish congregation. With these principles
as our foundation and guided by a historic past, we anticipate our future, one of continual lifelong self-renewal.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Friday, November 3
Saturday, November 4

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Breakfast
Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, November 10

6:00 p.m.

Veterans Day Shabbat Service
with the Congregational Choir

Friday, November 17

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, November 24

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Sarah Hochhauser will participate

10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Sarah Hochhauser

Saturday, November 25

ALL SHABBAT SERVICES ARE CONGREGATIONAL SERVICES.
PLEASE JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Torah Selection:
Genesis 18:1–22:24
Haftarah – II Kings 4:1-37

FROM THE RABBI
Bat Mitzvah of Sarah Hochhauser

T

his month we celebrate, not only
Thanksgiving, but also the Bat Mitzvah
of Sarah Hochhauser on Thanksgiving
weekend. The Hochhausers are relatively new
to our community, but have become quite
active since moving to
Fairhope last year from
Rhode Island.

In recent years, we have restored Bar and Bat
Mitzvah for those families who wish to
celebrate this coming-of-age ceremony, on the
condition that they will continue to study up
until Confirmation.

The Reform movement
had eliminated Bar
Mitzvahs for boys in the
late 19th century
because it was felt that
to end Jewish education
at age 13 was
deleterious to the
raising of committed
Jewish adults. It was
considered very
important to continue Jewish education until at
least age 16, when students would be old
enough to grasp abstract concepts and,
hopefully, be able to commit themselves to
Judaism as a religion. Therefore, we
eliminated the Bar Mitzvah in favor of
Confirmation, which required two or three
additional years of study and was intended for
both boys and girls on an egalitarian basis.

Sarah has been hard at work
learning not only in leading
the congregation, reading
prayers in Hebrew, as well
as English, but also in
reading a short excerpt from
her Torah portion and her
entire Haftarah. She is a
delightful young lady and
has delivered a number of
interesting sermons over the
past number of months. Her
Bat Mitzvah will certainly
be an event of note and is a
great opportunity for our entire congregation to
come together to celebrate, as well as to see,
not only how Sarah leads services on Friday
night, but on Saturday morning as well.
Some of you may be out-of-town for
Thanksgiving, but if you are in the Mobile area,
we all join together in wishing Sarah and her
entire family a hearty Mazel Tov as we join
together in worship and celebration.
Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan

In Memoriam
Springhill Avenue Temple wishes to extend its deepest sympathies to the
Altmayer family on the passing of Jean Keller Shufro,
mother of Margie (Jay) Altmayer and
grandmother to Jennifer, Joshua, and David.
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Mishkan Hanefesh
Our new machzor made its appearance in the
pews during the High Holy Days. Mishkan
HaNefesh (Sanctuary of the Soul) has replaced
the “Gates of Repentance” machzor which was
originally published in 1978.

Yom Kippur are experienced primarily in the
synagogue. Consequently, for most of us, the
prayer book takes on a central role in our
impressions and perceptions of this most sacred
season of the year.”

Mishkan HaNefesh
gives our
congregation many
more choices traditional texts,
updated translations,
essays, poetry, and
commentaries. This
High Holy Day
Prayer Book reflects
the latest
development of the
liturgy of our Reform
Movement.
To quote Rabbi
Howard Berman of
Boston, “One of the most distinctive
dimensions of the High Holy Days in our
tradition is that among the major observances
of the Jewish calendar, Rosh Hashanah and

Our Religious Practices
Committee and our
Rabbi will be taking on
the sacred task of
developing High Holy
Day Services for our
congregation. They
know that for many of
our members this new
machzor of the Reform
Movement will be their
yearly encounter with
many of the primary
texts of our faith.
Mishkan HaNefesh,
together with the
aesthetic interplay of the shofar and our music,
can lead us to a personal encounter with our
traditions.
Mike Pereira, President

The Western Shore Torah Study Group
“Thanksgiving Day, American Roots or Ancient Roots?”
On Thursday, November 16 at 6:30 p.m., the Western Shore Torah Study
Group with Rabbi Kaplan is scheduled to meet again at the Wingate by
Wyndham, 12009 Indian River Road, D’Iberville, MS 39540; 228-396-0036
(Exit 46c, Interstate 10). If attending, please bring an entrée. For members
and those interested in the Jewish faith. For questions and/or more
information, please contact Dr. Cal Ennis at 228-623-0479.
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Hearing Loss: What the Temple is Doing to Help Your Listening Experience
By Gil Laden

My recent experience over the High Holy Days was profoundly and uniquely
affected, thanks to Howard Silverman, Barry Silverman, and the leadership of
the Board of Trustees. I want to tell you about it, but first let me give you
some background.
About 20 percent of Americans report some degree of hearing loss. At age
65, one out of three has a hearing loss – it is the third most common physical
condition after arthritis and heart disease. In adults, the most common causes
of hearing loss are noise and aging. (This information can be found at www.hearingloss.org.)
I speak from the vantage point, however, of someone with congenital hearing loss, that is, from
birth. When I look around at the number of older congregants – sorry, but there is no delicate
way to put it, and I am right there, too! – I want to share my perspective.
Those of us with a hearing loss cope with it in a myriad of ways. Most likely we wear hearing
aids. Hearing aids have come a long way since the first one I had as a child, a body aid that fit in
my shirt pocket with a cord going to the mold in my ear. Technology has manifested itself here
in a very good way in this day and age. But hearing aids are just that: aids. They are not
substitutes for “normal” hearing. Lip-reading, lighting, distance from a speaker, and alertness all
play an additional vital role in the ability to hear and understand in various settings.
I want to focus on a particular enhancement that can make the listening experience a quality one
– an assistive listening system or device. I am pleased to tell you that the Temple has a fully
operational one in place.
Here is how it works. The sound system is linked to a transmitter. That in turn sends an FM
signal to a small portable receiver. Then there are two options for the final pathway for the
sound to the ear. One is to use an earpiece, which would require removal of a hearing aid. The
receiver has a volume control. This may work for those with a milder hearing loss.
The second option is to wear a neck loop and utilize the telecoil switch (sometimes called a tswitch), a feature on many hearing aids, which is the final link. The best way I can describe the
effect is that it is as if the source of the sound is right next to my ear. It provides clarity, which is
too often an elusive, challenging and problematic issue for individuals with hearing loss.
By the way, the telecoil switch is a vital tool in my efforts to hear over the telephone. It provides
similar quality clarity.
Now let me address the obstacle that is all too common with people with hearing loss, especially
with adults who lose hearing late in life. That is the embarrassment involved with wearing
hearing aids, much less using an assistive listening system at all.
It is understandable, but with the prevalence of so many peers facing the same inevitable age- or
noise-related issue of hearing loss, hopefully that emotion will be lessened and can be overcome.
I urge you to take that first step forward and take advantage of what hearing aids partnered with
an assistive listening system can do for the quality of your listening experience and for your life.
Gil Laden served as Temple President, 1993-1995.
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High Holy Day Tribute Fund
We thank those members and friends who have made special commitments to our Temple by contributing to our
High Holy Day Tribute Fund. This list was compiled as of our bulletin printing on October 24, 2017.

Chai (Life) – $1,000 and above

Tzedakah (Righteousness) - $500 - $999

Bobette & Lowell Friedman
Priscilla Gold-Darby
Iris & Albert Klein
Alicia & Michael Pereira

Nell & Cal Ennis
Alan Hirsch
Mimi & Steve Johnson
Jan & Steve Yellin

Kavod (Honor) - $200 - $499

Shalom (Peace) – up to $199

Penny & Joseph Adamo
Margaret & Milton Brown
Phyllis Feibelman
Diane & Richard Frank
Amy & Jack Friedlander
Sandra & Harvey Gandler
Alan Goldberg
Aimee Walsh & Michael Holberg
Lisa & Eric Lansky
Elizabeth & Frederick Miller
Eileen Oboler
Ellen & William Shulman
Patricia & Howard Silverman
Joyce & Gerard Toubiana
Lucy & Steve Weinstein

Judy Aronson
Debbie Clolinger
Jill Gottlieb
Rhoda Herzog
Nancy & Richard Hill
Elaine & Bobby Holberg
Enid & Gil Laden
Bobby & Mitch Lawley
Maud Patterson
Barry Silverman
Eileen Susman

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
2017 International Festival Theme “Celebrating Our Diversity”
It’s time to sign up for your shift at the 2017 International Festival! Please
tell us when you can volunteer, we need all the volunteers we can get. Many
of you have already expressed your interest. This is the time to get on the
schedule!
Wednesday, November 15
Thursday, November 16
Friday, November 17
Saturday, November 18

Setup - 5:30 – done
8 to 10, 10 to Noon, 12 to 2
8 till 10, 10 to Noon, 12 to 2
10 to 1, 1 to 4, Take Down 4 until done

Are you a Hebrew writer? Please specify so we’ll know to assign you to the table where visitor’s
names are written in Hebrew on cards to take home. Everyone else will be assigned to a task.
Please respond to Kathy Lovitt, Mobile Area Jewish Federation, at kathymajf@gmail.com or
Judy Aronson at aronson10@gmail.com
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November Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday To ...
1
1
3
3
3
3
4
4
6
6
7
9
11
11
11
12
12
13
15

Dianna Kubat
Martin Lewis
Seth Cherniak
Max Lawley
Rachel Gomel
Isabelle Seiken
Jamie McGinnis
Gerard Toubiana
Lee Metzger
Ellen Shulman
Laurie Berkin
Mark Melamut
Beth Vorwaller
Nate Ginsberg
Linda Marx
Emily Feibelman
Marissa Gamble
Larry Kogon
Terry Barkin

15 Margaret Brown
15 Suzy Ginsberg
15 Scott Silverman
15 Cheryl Spain
16 Michelle Appelman
16 Liz Fry
18 Cal Ennis
19 Brandon Rose
19 James Spain
20 Maring Eberlein
21 Steve Muhlfelder
21 Marisa Nadas
21 Jonathan Passman
21 Himath Singh
22 Steve Gandler
23 Melanie Susman
24 Nathan Handmacher
25 Leslie Berkin Page
26 Jill Gottlieb

26
26
27
27
28
29
29
30
30
30

Jessica Kogon
Jeff Lawley
David Altmayer
Reed Feldman Magnes
Phyllis Stern
Claris Feibelman
Jordon Elliott Ross
Rabbi Irving Bloom
Michael Holberg
Sheldon Mutchnick

Happy Anniversary To …
10
19
28
29
29

Enid & Gil Laden
Linda & Ed Blassingame
Pam & Donnie Friedlander
Gail Chadwick & Jonathan Fratkin
Meryl & Terry Harris

December Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday To ...
1
2
3
4
4
6
8
9
10
11
12
12
12
13
13
13

Jon Fusco
Meagan Leah Furman
G.B. Kahn
Emily Fink
Patricia Silverman
Pam Friedlander
Judy Aronson
Mimi Johnson
Maria Seiken
Michael Ennis
Sydnie Trusty Shuford
Leighton Silverstein
Michael Sternberg
Cassie Fishbein
Eric Lansky
Jeffrey Rosenbaum

15
15
20
22
24
24
26
27
27
28
28
29
30
30
30
31

Wendy Rich Albright
Carolyn Shulman
Frances “Frankie” Bloom
Anna Swan Gardberg
Gail Chadwick
Steve Prager
Harold Fink
Yaffa Brown
Frances Mutchnick
Cindy Bloom
Renee Stein
Sue Brown
Sam Borak
Karen Singh
Anne Zelnicker
Sharon Vega
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Happy Anniversary To …
1
6
14
18
23
24
26

Jinks & Marc Loeb
Penny & Joe Adamo
Edith & Irwin Misrok
Alicia & Mike Pereira
Rose & Phillip Brunson
Nancy & Roy Hoffman
Bobette & Lowell Friedman

Recital & Reception
of Greg Sauer, newly appointed principal cellist
for the Mobile Symphony Orchestra
Thursday, October 12, 2017
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2017 - 5778 New Year’s Greetings
Alain & Gary Gamble

CONTRIBUTIONS
In honor of Amy & Jack Friedlander for their many years of continuous support of the Temple –
G.B. Kahn
In honor of Iris & Albert Klein for their many years of continuous support of the Temple –
G.B. Kahn
In honor of Anne Zelnicker for all of her mitzvots – Amy & Jack Friedlander
In honor of Amy & Jack Friedlander’s anniversary – Frances Mutchnick
In honor of Billy Kahn’s 80th birthday – Sandra & Harvey Gandler
Cemetery Fund in memory of Maury Friedlander – Beth Vorwaller
Cemetery Fund in memory of Frances & Jack Hyman – The Hyman Foundation
In memory of Carroll Dixon “Dix” Darby – Harriet & Billy Kahn
In memory of Jean Fry – Robert P Hall & Associates, P.C., Joyce & Gerard Toubiana
In memory of Henry D. Gaggstatter – Shirley Gaggstatter
In memory of Al & Molly Kahn – G.B. Kahn
In memory of Ed & Edna Cooper – G.B. Kahn
In memory of Malvine Goldstein – Iris & Albert Klein

YAHRZEIT
It is a true Mitzvah to honor those whose memory we hold dear by attending services on the
Shabbat Yahrzeit (year’s time), joining your congregation in reciting Kaddish, and
the giving of charity in their memory.

November 3
Mollie Olshansky Boyd, Edith Conrad, Joseph Maisel, Minnie Fleisher, Sam Goldreich

November 10
Nathan Fleisher, Jack Silverman, Phillip Laden, David Silberstein, Isidor Judenfreund,
Ralph Ennis, Herbert Pailet, Harriet Friedlander, Theo Tony Spitzberg

November 17
Rosa Belle Dreyfus, Linda Wright, Evelyn Friedman, Joel Silverman, Gretchen Weinstein,
Sam Mutchnick, Helen Silverman, Lisa Graney, Peter Susman, Ricki Susman, Jarrett Loeser,
Dr. Samuel Sternberg

November 24
Robert Elortegui, Arthur R. Seelig, Eugene Nadler, Leopold Nadler, Malvina Nadler,
Sylvia Silverman, Freida Bauer, Henry Lehrer, Carolyn Metzger, Sam Ginsberg
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FROM OUR ARCHIVES
By Susan Thomas, Archivist

Sidney, Josephine, and Corinne, were born in
Selma. His father, Jacob, died there in 1896.
Perhaps, after his death, Mrs. Long moved the
family to Mobile. Herman is not included in
any of the Temple’s membership directories
during his adult life. His mother is only listed
in a 1917 bulletin list. His brother, Sydney, is
listed as a member in directories from 1912
through 1923. Mr. Cummins surmises that
Herman’s job as a brakeman for the railroad
required him to travel frequently, keeping him
out of town. This
could explain his
lack of Temple
membership.
When he died in
1941, Temple
minutes stated,
“The Board fixed
a fee of $10 for
the burial of
Herman W. Long
in the Long lot
because of nonmembership.”

Recently Bill Cummins, a resident of
Pensacola, gave the Temple Archives a book
he had written and self-published, The
Members of the Drago Band of Mobile,
Alabama. Mr. Cummins worked on the book
for several years and finished it this past
summer. He wrote the book as a tribute to the
Drago Band, which was founded by his great
grandfather, George Washington Drago,
shortly after the Civil War.

One member of
the popular
Drago Band was
Herman Weil
Long, whose
family was
involved with
the Temple.
Herman was
born in 1885 to
Jacob Long and
Theresa Weil
Long, the third
of four children.
The Drago Band, circa 1910
According to a
Photo courtesy of The Doy Leale McCall Rare Book and Manuscript The Drago Band
notebook
was very popular
Library University of South Alabama
compiled by
in Mobile and
Dan Drago, son of the band’s founder,
occasionally played at Temple events. In
Herman was adept at playing several
1897, for example, the band played for the
instruments, including the coronet, the bass,
Children’s Purim Ball. Perhaps, Herman was
and the drums. It was not unusual for the
present for this performance and thus began
band to perform six nights a week, while most
his interest in the band. Several other
of the members held down full-time “day”
members of the band are listed in the program
jobs. According to Mobile City Directories,
for the Temple’s 1907 dedication service,
between 1902 and 1912, Herman worked as a
although Herman is not included. Herman
clerk for several different businesses. In
never married and it is not known if he has
1922, he is listed as a brakeman. Apparently,
any living relatives. For the time being,
like other members, Herman maintained
Herman Long remains an elusive musician
steady employment while playing music in
with Temple connections.
the evenings.
For more information on the Drago Band, Mr.
Not much is known about Herman from
Cummins’ book can be reviewed in the
Temple records. He and his three siblings,
Archives.
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FROM OUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
by Patricia Silverman, Th.M., Religious School Director
On Friday, October 6, we celebrated Sukkot. It is
quite a drastic transition, from one of the most
solemn holidays in our year to one of the most
joyous. Sukkot is so unreservedly joyful that it is
commonly referred to in Jewish prayer and
literature as Z'man
Simchateinu
, the
Season of our
Rejoicing. It has a
dual significance historical and
agricultural.

A group of fathers and grandfathers helped in
taking the sukkah apart and bring it into the social
hall, because of Hurricane Nate approaching
Mobile that weekend. Thank you, Jimmy Jones,
for playing the piano while the students, parents,
and teachers
trimmed the sukkah
with the beautiful
decorations which
they all had made.

On Friday, October
13, we celebrated
Simchat Torah,
(Rejoicing the
Historically, Sukkot
Torah), the holiday
commemorates the
marking the start of
forty-year period
a new Torah reading
during which the
cycle. During the
children of Israel
service, Alice Rose
were wandering in
L-R: Violet Glassbrook with Samuel, Joshua
Handmacher was
the desert, living in
and Jonathan Hochhauser
consecrated signifying
temporary shelters.
a celebration of beginning, as a young life begins
Agriculturally, Sukkot is a harvest festival and is
her formal Jewish education. Thank you to Seth,
sometimes referred to as Chag Ha-Asif
,
Anne, and Jim in leading the beautiful music for
the Festival of Ingathering.
this event. Mazel Tov to Alice and her family.
During the Sukkot Service Rabbi Kaplan had the
We are very proud of you. A delicious chicken
children helped him put together the lulav and
dinner was served following the consecration.
then all the children had a chance to shake the
On November 24 and 25, Sarah Hochhauser will
etrog and lulav. After service, Rabbi took
be celebrating her Bat Mitzvah. Let us all share
everyone outside to the big sukkot where
this wonderful time with Sarah and her family.
everyone had the chance to shake the etrog and
lulav. Following the service, we had a delicious
hot dog dinner provided by the Sisterhood and
Men’s Club.

From the Gift Shop
Shop us first for all your Hanukkah gifts.
The Gift Shop has menorahs, candles, dreidels, and gelt for your Hanukkah celebration.
During the month of November, purchase $25 or more and receive a 20% discount.
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TIKUN OLAM TEMPLE PROJECT
Priscilla Gold-Darby, Sisterhood President, and Cindy Bloom, Social Action Committee

The Temple's High Holiday food drive was a HUGE success, gathering over 500 pounds of food
for our neighbors in need! We donated the food we collected to Feeding the Gulf Coast, our
local Feeding America food bank, and they will distribute the food to the one in six in our area
who struggles with hunger. The food bank is always especially busy in the fall, preparing for the
holidays and helping those affected by the massive natural disasters.
Join Cindy Bloom in volunteering your time at the food bank. Their primary needs are sorting
food — canned food and fresh produce — at their warehouse in Theodore (only 15 minutes from
Temple). Contact Cindy if you are interested in volunteering and we will coordinate a Temple
member volunteer date and time each month. You may call or text her cell at (251) 404-6192.
The Mobile Symphony introduced their new principal cellist, Greg Sauer, at a recital last month
at the Temple. Our sanctuary was filled to capacity and guests stayed for the reception, enjoying
wine, sweets, cheeses, and Barry Fox's famous challah! The cellist’s accompanist, Tatiana
Gorbunova, performed on our Steinway baby grand concert piano.
We are proud of the attention our Temple received for this special event that was made possible
by the generous support of the Alabama State Council on the Arts.
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CALENDAR
Wednesday Torah Study

5:30 p.m.

November 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29

Hebrew School

Sundays

9:00 a.m.

November 5 and 12
(No Hebrew School November 19 or 26)

Religious School

Sundays

10:00 a.m.

November 5 and 12
(No Religious School November 19 or 26)

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Friday, November 3

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Breakfast
Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, November 10

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Monday, November 6

6:00 p.m.

Congregational Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, November 16

6:30 p.m.

Western Shore Torah Study

Saturday, November 4

(details page 3)

Friday, November 24

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Sarah Hochhauser will participate

Saturday, November 25

10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Sarah Hochhauser

Monday, November 27

6:00 p.m.
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Congregational Choir Practice

