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Congregation Sha’arai Shomayim
Springhill Avenue Temple

Founded 1844

The Temple Bulletin
springhillavenuetemple.com

We are coming together as a caring, inclusive community united in a common commitment to Judaism and to
furthering our spiritual growth. We desire to do this recognizing that worship of God, study of Torah, caring for the
Jewish people and our community, are central to our being as a Reform Jewish congregation. With these principles
as our foundation and guided by a historic past, we anticipate our future, one of continual lifelong self-renewal.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Saturday, July 1

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Breakfast (salami, eggs, grits,
bagels, juice & coffee)
Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, July 7

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, July 14

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, July 21

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, July 28

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

The Temple offices will be closed on Tuesday, July 4th
in observance of the Independence Day holiday
ALL SHABBAT SERVICES ARE CONGREGATIONAL SERVICES.
PLEASE JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Torah Selection:
Number 19:1-22:1
Haftarah – Judges 11:1-33

FROM THE RABBI
The Fourth of July
As we gear up to celebrate the 4th of July, we
might reflect on what it is and what it means.
Of course, we know that Independence Day is
an official federal holiday commemorating the
adoption of the Declaration of Independence by
the Continental Congress. The 13 American
colonies were no longer part of the British
Empire, but were ready to become an
independent nation.

for a substantial amount of time making our
friends, building our families, earning our
educational degrees, and going forth into our
careers. People in other countries do the same
and so it makes sense that they too are patriotic
about their countries. Whether it is Malaysia or
Serbia or Canada or Peru, people have an
innate love of their country just because it is
their country. We in the United States have
also had a strong feeling that our country
The 4th of July, of course, always occurred
represents a set of values that are not just
during summer vacation. So, when I was
important but crucial for the betterment of
growing up, I was usually at our summer house
civilization throughout the world.
or summer camp and we typically would go
somewhere to see fireworks. We would buy
In recent decades, however, there has been a
the sparklers that you could light and they
series of cultural wars over what exactly those
would sparkle. Even then, there were warnings values are. We as a Reform congregation can
that the more impressive fireworks could blow- play a crucial role in trying to bridge the chasm
up in your hands and would cause serious
between opposing viewpoints by helping to
injury, so most parents would not let their
expose the original values that everyone agrees
children near any fireworks that could really
are of crucial importance. While our
light up the sky. The problem for me, even
Independence Day celebrations can be fun, we
then, was that there was very little connection also want them to help us think deeply about
between the festivities, the historical events that our fundamental values and how we can work
we were supposedly celebrating, and the values together with all Americans to help foster
that had pushed forward our desire for
further action, as well as dialogue, in making
independence.
our community, city, state, country and, indeed,
the world a better place.
We love our country. It is a country where
most of us were born and all of us have lived in
Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan

(L-R) Rabbi Kaplan, Alan Hirsch, Mike Pereira, and James Perry
Shabbat Service, June 2, 2017
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT
As I am a transplant from New Orleans, many of
you may not yet know me or my family. So here
is a brief introduction.
Although I was born in
Shreveport, Louisiana, most of
my life was spent in New
Orleans — having graduated
from high school on the West
Bank in Harvey, Louisiana.
My wife, Alicia, has a much
more interesting background.
She was born in Havana, Cuba
and grew up in San Juan,
Puerto Rico. So if you wish to
practice your Spanish; just
come to Temple.
Before moving to lower
Alabama, I worked in the New
Orleans office of Merrill Lynch for a little over
thirty-four years and after Hurricane Katrina was
transferred to Merrill Lynch’s Fairhope Office.
In Fairhope, I worked for the firm a little over ten
years and have recently retired. That’s right,
same firm for over forty-four years — guess you
can say I’m loyal.

Orleans. Alicia is a CPA. She now works for
Equity Valuation Partners in Fairhope.
Our son, Adrian Jacob Pereira, just graduated
from the College of Charleston with a
BS in Economics. This month he is
starting his job as a Junior Trader and
Junior Portfolio Analyst with an
investment firm in Atlanta, GA. We
will surely miss visiting Charleston,
SC; but we’re glad that Adrian is not
too far from home.
Moving to Alabama and joining the
Springhill Avenue Temple was great
for my family. Our son made his Bar
Mitzvah and Confirmation here at
Temple. We have made many friends
at Temple; those of you who were
practically born and raised at your
(and our) Springhill Avenue Temple have no idea
how lucky you are. Thank you for welcoming us!
Every day I am surprised and pleased at all the
connections between the Springhill Avenue
Temple and our old congregation in New Orleans
(Temple Sinai). But that’s for another letter!

Now before moving to Fairhope, Alicia worked
for the Audubon Nature Institute in New

Mitzvah Day – June 2017
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Mike Pereira, President

FROM OUR ARCHIVES
By Susan Thomas, Archivist

The Archives frequently receives requests for
information from our collections, often from
researchers interested in either their own
families’ histories or in Jewish history and
culture in general in Mobile. More times than
not, when we provide information, we get new
information in return from the researchers.
This sharing of information helps supplement
and enrich the records that we have of the early
years of the congregation.
Recently, we have received inquiries from two
different sets of researchers interested in
Sigmund Schlesinger and Joseph Bloch.
Schlesinger, a composer of music for Reform
congregations, served as the Temple’s organist
and choir director from 1870-1906. Bloch
owned a popular music shop, tutored private
music students, and taught music at Springhill
College during roughly the same time period.
The Archives has a collection of Schlesinger’s
musical compositions, as well as a detailed
memoir of Bloch’s life compiled by his son
Edward. These items, along with other
holdings, are presently of interest to these
researchers.

Librarians from the University of South
Alabama are currently working on a project
related to the life and times of Joseph Bloch
and are hoping to organize a traveling exhibit
based on their research. One researcher has
recently made contact via e-mail with direct
descendants of Bloch. Those family members
have provided the researchers with several
documents and photographs of the Bloch
family. We now have copies of these items for
our own archival files and also have a means of
contacting the descendants for further
information.
Another researcher, an ethno-musicologist from
the University of Indiana, is interested in
Sigmund Schlesinger and his contributions to
Reform music in the late 1800s. It is likely that
his research will produce information that will
help us enhance our own Schlesinger holdings.
Again, this give-and-take of historical data is
beneficial to all parties involved.
I will keep you informed of the results of these
two research projects and of any new
information we receive for our Archives.

The Western Shore Torah Study Group
The Treatment of Women in the Jewish Bible – Part II
On Thursday, July 13th at 6:30 p.m., the Western Shore Torah Study
Group with Rabbi Kaplan is scheduled to meet again at the Wingate by
Wyndham, 12009 Indian River Road, D’Iberville, MS 39540; 228-396-0036.
For members and those interested in the Jewish faith. For questions and/or
more information, please contact Dr. Cal Ennis at 228-623-0479.
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FROM YOUR ONEG COMMITTEE
By Susie Fox, V.P., Onegs

The Oneg Committee has provided an opportunity
for worshippers to continue celebrating the
spirituality and closeness strengthened during
services by partaking in challah, simple foods, and
drink while talking and sharing. We come for
Shabbat and to remember our loved ones who have
died. The comfort of food and the closeness of
friends extend Shabbat and provides support. We
leave with a good taste in our mouths carrying
spiritual energy and a feeling of safety from being
together.
We thank our committee members Diana Kubat,
Gail Chadwick, Alicia Lucas Pereira, Patricia
Silverman, Sandra Gandler, Jamie Novetsky,
Margaret Segal, Christine Norris, Barry Fox, Mel
Sternberg, and Linda Wainwright. They brought the
food and wine, set up and cleaned up, sliced the
challah and set the creative tone each Oneg.

We look forward to sharing with you every week!
CONTRIBUTIONS
In memory of Jan & Steve Yellin’s 35th anniversary – Darlene & Dean Yellin
A plaque has been placed in honor of Susan Herring for her years of dedicated service –
Springhill Avenue Temple Board of Trustees
In memory of Herman Thomas Jackson, Jr. – Enid & Gil Laden, Ellen & Buzzy Zivitz,
Priscilla Gold-Darby
Contribution to the General Fund – Jeff Kahn
In memory of Joel Bornstein – Karen & Hari Singh
In memory of Elain Heart – Paul & Judi Bergman
In memory of Jane Schear Richards – Nancy & Richard Hill
In memory of Scott Lehrer – Susan & Mike Rosenbaum
In memory of Ira Saks – Iris & Nate Ginsberg
In memory of Helen Small – Sherry & Glen Mutchnick, Frances Mutchnick
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Temple Annual Meeting
Sunday, June 4, 2017
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Jewish Sisterhood: From 1893 to 2017
by Jamie Novestsky, Sisterhood Communications & Marketing Chair

Modern Sisterhood starts the same way many of
us do - with coffee.
After learning that the Jewish women she had
recruited to participate in the 1893 World Fair
were expected to limit their involvement to
serving coffee and other hostess duties, Hannah G.
Solomon and her volunteers walked out. Instead,
during that week, they founded the National
Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) so they could
“shape the destinies” of American lives.
While the NCJW did establish Sabbath schools in
their early days, eventually their focus shifted
from religious
community work
to the
advancement of
all women and
protection of the
disadvantaged.
The National
Federation of
Temple
Sisterhoods
(NTFS) was
committed to
Jewish literacy
for both children
and adults and advocated for Torah study classes,
courses on raising Jewish children, and even
learning the Hebrew language. Sisterhoods were
expected to not only support children through
confirmation, but to find ways to keep each
generation tied to Reform Judaism by encouraging
young adults to remain involved in temple life.
Gradually, the NTFS platform expanded and the
women supported political causes.
In the first quarter of the twentieth century, the
NTFS promoted the prevention of war, pursuit of
disarmament, sending funds to Jewish women in
Palestine, and rescuing Ethiopian Jews. By the
1970s, NTFS resolutions were passed supporting
access to birth control information, civil rights,

fair employment practices, child labor legislation,
the revision of immigration legislation, the
elimination of capital punishment, and the deescalation of the Vietnam War.
Despite Hannah Solomon’s 1893 protest,
hospitality has remained a key function of local
sisterhoods. The early NTFS promoted weekly
attendance at services by encouraging local
sisterhood women to provide baby-sitting during
services and to encourage friends to join them at
services. In order to promote religion in local
communities, sisterhoods were expected to invite
Jewish college students to their homes and to
services. The NTFS
recommended that
Sisterhood members
sit in the first rows
of the sanctuary and
encouraged hosting
an hour of
refreshments and
sociability after
Friday evening
services.
We can be inspired
by the actions of our
“foresisters” as our
own Sisterhood evolves. The Sisterhood continues
to need help with internal projects, like setting
beautiful tables for the holidays and visiting the
infirm. We need women who can support the
efforts of the Religious School, help coordinate
Hanukkah services, Purim carnivals, Bar and Bat
Mitzvah celebrations, and Confirmation
ceremonies. But we also need to look outside of
our temple and find ways that we can serve our
community, fulfilling our obligation to repair the
world. We need input from our membership on
the best expression of our Reform Jewish values
both in our Temple community, our Jewish
community and in our Gulf Coast community.
The Sisterhood leadership looks forward to
hearing your ideas on shaping the generations to
come.
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July Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday To ...
1
1
2
3
3
3
6
7
7
8
8
8
8
10
10
11
11
12
13
13
14
14
14

Marissa Friduss
Peter Susman
Stacy Kessler
Charlie Brown
Betsy Dittman
Lisa Lansky
Dana Furman
Wendy Conrad
Irwin Misrok
Linda Blassingame
David Holberg
Murray Levine
Stanley Zimmerman
Drew Ginsberg
Ellen Laden Zivitz
Bran Hill
Ashton Silverstein
Katie Webster
Carolyn Dravis
Sarah Sternberg
Elliot Cherniak
Todd Mishkin
Glen Mutchnick

15
15
15
16
17
17
17
18
18
18
20
20
21
21
22
23
23
25
26
29
29
30
30

Anne Gagstatter
Victoria Hirsch
Dena Paper Hochman
Katlin Bergman
Rachel Borak
Jay Ross
Steve Weinstein
Anne Lowenburg
David Zimmerman
Silvia Zimmerman
Maud Patterson
David Shulman
Robin Ayers
Robin Gotlieb
Eli Franco
Ed Blassingame
Michael Passero
Harriet Simon
Samuel Hochhauser
Leslie Miller
Ada Small
Carol Ann Fry
Max Andrew Handmacher

Happy Anniversary To …
1
3
4
6
7
9

Margaret & Milton Brown
Suzy & Craig Ginsberg
Cindy & Phil Magnes
Maure & Michael Sternberg
Diane & Richard Frank
Wendy & Aaron Solomon
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August Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday To ...
1 Jay Handmacher
1 Joseph Kogon
1 Robbie Nadas
2 Margaret Brown
2 Andrew Frenkel
2 George Kidd
3 Jennifer Altmayer
3 Michelle Dobbins
4 Milton Brown
4 Priscilla Gold-Darby
4 Stacey Silverman Shostak
4 Carol Zimmerman
5 Pamela Thompson
8 Anna Brown
8 Miriam Fry
8 Joyce Toubiana
9 Alicia Pereira
10 Megan Dobbins
11 Lindsey Gottlieb
11 Phillip Magnes
12 William Handmacher
14 Brooks Fishbein
15 Marian Berkin
15 Fred Miller
16 David Gardberg
16 Eric Gottlieb

2
7
11
17
17
22
25
25
28
28
30

17
17
19
19
19
20
21
21
21
22
23
23
23
23
23
24
26
28
29
29
30
30
30
31
31
31

Marsha Ann Dittman
Deborah Sack
Ashley Berman
Pauline Brown
Eileen Susman
David Fishbein
Cole Appelman
Jean Fry
Susan Koffler
Carrie Friduss
David Ennis
Jeffrey Miller
Marc Polland
Audra Sack
Arthur Zimmerman
Jeremy Borak
Michael Aronson
Susan Rosenbaum
Tamara Fulford
Manuel Arthur Gardberg
Jeffrey Kahn
Abe Solomon
Joseph Solomon
Joshua Altmayer
Leah Brown
David Harris

Happy Anniversary To …
Cece & Jim Spain
Marian & Mark Berkin
Barbara & Seth Cherniak
Rebecca & David Hochhauser
Ellen & William Shulman
Kim & David Zimmerman
Judi & Paul Bergman
Elaine & Ron Berman
Amy & Jack Friedlander
Joyce & Gerard Toubiana
Iris & Nate Ginsberg
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FROM YOUR SISTERHOOD & MEN’S CLUB
As we start the new Temple year, an amazing
group of talented organizers worked to put
things in order by tackling the parking lot, the
supply room and kitchen.

MATT EBERLEIN put together five sets of
rolling shelves that Howard and Patricia
schlepped from Sam’s and the team loaded
them up with kitchen overflow and items
needing to be stored.

Working in the hot sun, LARRY MILLER,
NATE GINSBERG, RICHARD ROSE,
DAVID ROSE, and HOWARD SILVERMAN
painted the parking lines and directions in our
parking lot while ELLIOT and SETH
CHERNIAK and their Boy Scout Troop
finished landscaping the front of our Temple.
Hope you noticed that the walks and building
were steam cleaned and are now free of mold,
moss, and dirt. That work was done by
EDDIE BROWN of the First Baptist Church
of Baltimore Street.

We did it again two weeks later and want you
to know that the Temple is ready for a year of
spiritual, educational, and culinary activities.
Our building is being cleaned by a terrific
crew lead by JOE and DENISE WATKINS.
Thank MARY, PEGGY, and CHINEEKA
when you see them.

Working in the cooler social hall, ELLEN
CARTER, LESLIE MILLER, CAROL
EBERLEIN, PATRICIA SILVERMAN, LIZ
FRY, and PRISCILLA GOLD-DARBY
emptied the supply room to unveil years of
collected junk and a tremendous amount of
unused space. Multiples of cleaning supplies
and equipment were moved to other storage
areas, Ellen, Liz, and Larry unscrewed and
discarded rickety inadequate wooden shelves,
while the great organizers, Leslie, Patricia, and
Carol plotted how to maximize our new
shelving and space. SHIRLEY BOYD sorted
electrical cords and boxes of this and that.

The grand result is peace, order and control in
our supply rooms and kitchen! The Onegs
have room to produce even greater events in a
more organized kitchen, congregants arriving
for services will know where to park, we will
save money on supplies because now we know
what we have.
Admire the parking lot, kitchen, and supply
room the next time you are at the Temple and
many thanks to everyone who spent Sunday at
the Temple.
Larry Miller and Priscilla Gold-Darby
Men's Club and Sisterhood Presidents
We invite you to join Temple committees,
participate in more activities, and enjoy the
Temple EVERY WEEK!

Come On, Let’s Play a Game!
Every Monday at 3:00 p.m., Temple Social Hall

Mah Jong and Scrabble tiles are being dealt
every Monday in the Social Hall at 3:00
p.m. Lessons are free, playing is fun! Or bring
your own game and play with us - a game of gin
rummy, perhaps? Come join us every week!
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YAHRZEIT
It is a true Mitzvah to honor those whose memory we hold dear by attending services on the
Shabbat Yahrzeit (year’s time), joining your congregation in reciting Kaddish, and
the giving of charity in their memory.

July 7
Cassius Fishbein, Max Keller, Jean Marx, Shana Amy Glass,
Terry Barkin

July 14
Miriam Zelnicker, Dolores Loeb, Louis Kahn

July 21
Mae Dalton, Benjamin Gold, Paul M. Brown, Lillis May Gould,
Anna L. Gup, Jacob Reiss, Jr., Lazarus Schwarz, Ruby Stern,
Joseph B. Miller, Solomon E. Cherniak,
Sidney Rosner

July 28
Leah Raider, Arnold M. Heart,
Anna Berkower, Edwin A. Zelnicker, Jr.

August 4
Emma Raider, Raymond Frankel,
Herman Patterson, Anne Heart Bergman
Lillian Muhlfelder, Anne Teles Fink Arachofsky

“I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you
did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.”
Maya Angelou
“Being deeply loved by someone gives you strength, while loving someone
deeply gives you courage.”
Lao Tzu
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Dana Evan Kaplan, Rabbi
Alan Hirsch, President
J. Michael Pereira, First Vice-President

Jerry Silverstein, Second Vice-President
Aaron Solomon, Treasurer
Maure Sternberg, Secretary

MS SUZANNE BROWN
275 GREENWICH STREET APT 4H
NEW YORK, NY 10007-2152

CALENDAR
Wednesday Torah Study

5:30 p.m.

July 5, 12, 19, and 26

Hebrew School

Sundays

8:30 a.m.

Out of Session

Religious School

Sundays

9:45 a.m.

Out of Session


Saturday, July 1

9:30 a.m.

Shabbat Breakfast (salami, eggs, grits,
bagels, juice & coffee)
Shabbat Morning Service

10:30 a.m.
Friday, July 7

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Thursday, July 13

6:30 p.m.

Western Shore Torah Study
(details page 4)

Friday, July 14

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, July 21

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, July 28

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

The Temple offices will be closed on Tuesday, July 4th
in observance of the Independence Day holiday

THE TEMPLE BULLETIN (USPS966-900) is published monthly by
Springhill Avenue Temple,
1769 Springhill Avenue
Mobile, AL 36607.
“Periodicals Postage Paid at
Mobile, Alabama.”
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