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Congregation Sha’arai Shomayim
Springhill Avenue Temple

Founded 1844

The Temple Bulletin
springhillavenuetemple.com
We are coming together as a caring, inclusive community united in a common commitment to Judaism and to furthering
our spiritual growth. We desire to do this recognizing that worship of God, study of Torah, caring for the Jewish people
and our community, are central to our being as a Reform Jewish congregation. With these principles as our foundation
and guided by a historic past, we anticipate our future, one of continual lifelong self-renewal.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Friday, September 2

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, September 9

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Saturday, September 10

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Breakfast
Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, September 16

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, September 23

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Saturday, September 24

7:00 p.m.

Selichot Service

Friday, September 30

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

High Holy Days
Erev Rosh Hashanah – Sunday, October 2nd – 7:00 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah - Monday, October 3rd – 10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m. – Children’s Service
Kol Nidre – Tuesday, October 11th – 7:00 p.m.
Yom Kippur – Wednesday, October 12th – 10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m. – Children’s Service

ALL SHABBAT SERVICES ARE CONGREGATIONAL SERVICES.
PLEASE JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Torah Selection:
Deuteronomy 11:26–16:17; Numbers 28:9-15
Haftarah – Isaiah 66:1-24

Come join us at the
Wednesday Torah Study
Group!
We are restarting
our Wednesday
Torah Study Group
beginning on the
first Wednesday in
September at 5:30
p.m. We have a
very animated and
interesting
discussion which
runs until about 6:45 p.m. when much of the
group moves down the street to the Dew Drop
for a light and, not always, a completely
healthy dinner.

revelation at Mount Sinai. What the scroll
actually does is retell the Book of Genesis and
the first part of Exodus. The most complete
text in existence is only in Geez, a language
from Ethiopia. The earliest version of the
scroll to be found in modern times came from a
monastery in that African country. Many
decades after that discovery, fragments in
Hebrew were found in the caves above the
Dead Sea. There are many other fascinating
scrolls that we can read excerpts from and see
how they can give us new perspectives on
familiar biblical stories.

For example, in the story of the Ten
Commandments, we probably assume that God
spoke all Ten Commandments to the entire
assembly of Israel. But in the Midrash, which
is a series of collections of various rabbinic
stories, Rabbi Joshua explained that the
Our approach to studying the Hebrew Bible is Israelites actually only heard two
one that may surprise you, if you were not at
commandments directly from God, “I am the
any of our sessions last year. We begin with
Lord your God …” and “There shall be no
the text of the Hebrew Bible, but we bring in a other gods beside me …”, after that, the
variety of sources, ancient and modern, that
Israelites were so overwhelmed that they asked
help us to understand not only the literal
Moses to take the rest down and then convey it
meaning, but how it was interpreted by all sorts to them afterwards. That would explain why
of different types of interpreters.
some rabbinic accounts reach 611 rather than
613.
The documents that we look at show how a
group of ancient Jewish interpreters
In the story of Joseph and Potiphar’s wife, the
dramatically change the meaning of the biblical rabbis were determined to portray Joseph as
text. Interpreters frequently explained biblical extraordinarily righteous. While she tried to
stories by retelling them in their own words,
tempt him, Joseph remained amazingly resilient
paraphrasing the biblical account, but also
and resistant. In this context, we can read an
adding some of their own details of what
excerpt from the first book of Maccabees,
happened and why. Some of these documents which is an ancient book that was never lost,
have been found among the Dead Sea Scrolls; but which is not included in the Hebrew Bible.
with more than 900 ancient documents found in In Chapter 2 in the first book of Maccabees,
the Qumran area. Even though many of them
Joseph is not only praised for resisting
were found in thousands of itsy bitsy pieces,
tremendous temptation, but it is given as the
scholars have done an amazing job of
reason why he was able to become Prime
reconstructing them so that we can understand Minister of Egypt. And I can’t resist going
what they were trying to tell us.
back to the Book of Jubilees, which we
One of my favorites is the Book of Jubilees, a mentioned earlier, where Chapter 39 states that
Potiphar’s wife tried to tempt Joseph for a year
scroll which contains a revelation given to
Moses by the Angel of the Presence during the and a half, but he remained determined. And

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

We have a great time breaking down what the
different excerpts say and what they might
mean. Everybody who comes has their own
interpretations, as well as religious views and it
is a fascinating experience to see how these
sources come to life in our very own Eichold
Library. If you would like more information,
feel free to contact me. I hope to see you on
Wednesdays.

finally, when she grabbed on to his tunic, he
broke the door of the house to run away from
her leaving his tunic in her hand!
What I hope you can see from these few
examples is that we can see the biblical text in
new and sometimes amusing ways. At the
same time, we can learn a great deal about
translations and commentaries from different
ancient documents that were either lost or
forgotten for almost two thousand years.

Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan

From Our President
Wow! The summer
just flew by, didn't
it? Although there
is plenty of beach
weather ahead of
us, the summer is
considered mostly
over when the kids
are back in school
and, with school
starting earlier and earlier, the summer seems
to end for them sooner and sooner.

(Nate is our Religious School Committee
Chair) have been working long and hard
several days a week getting the school ready
for the next school term. You will not believe
the organization and tidiness of the Religious
School classrooms. We have found so many
books and supplies that we do not need to
purchase much of anything for the next year or
two. So, a big shout out to the Silvermans and
Ginsbergs when you see them!

I think you will be glad to hear that our Music
Committee, co-chaired by Barry Silverman and
Milton Brown, has found a Cantor they are
Although the summer time would seem to be a
pleased with to be here for the High Holy Days.
little bit slow at the Temple, it really isn't. This
I really think the Cantor adds so much and I am
has been an eventful summer here at Sha’arai
pleased they were able to find one to their
Shomayim. First off and most importantly, we
satisfaction. I know they will settle for nothing
have signed a contract with Rabbi Kaplan to be
less than excellent.
our permanent (non-interim) Rabbi for this
fiscal year! I cannot tell you how happy I am
If you were at the Annual Meeting, you may
to have him as our official Rabbi. Most of the recall I said I had two main goals that I wanted
comments I hear from the congregation at large to accomplish during my presidency. One of
are very positive and there has been much
those goals was to balance the budget. We
support and encouragement from the
have been projecting a deficit budget for the
congregation to secure a contract with him. It is last several years and have had to take money
my personal feeling that Rabbi Kaplan will be a from our endowment income to balance the
tremendous asset to our congregation.
budget. It is my pleasure to tell you that we did
not have to take any money out of the
Also, I am very happy to announce that Patricia
Endowment Fund to balance our budget for the
Silverman has agreed to be our new Religious
fiscal year '16. Your Board has been working
School Director. Patricia, along with her
(continued on next page)
husband, Howard, and Nate and Iris Ginsberg
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(continued from page 3)

Also, it is my hope to get our committees more
active and productive. It is never too late to
join a committee. This is a great way to get
As you may recall my other goal was to
involved and learn a little more about your
increase programming. Although we did have congregation. I am sure there is something that
an increase in our programming this past year, I would interest anyone. Call the office and see
still want more of it. Rabbi Kaplan and I have what committees are out there and which one
been planning strategies and will let you know may be of interest to you.
as they become more solid.
Alan V Hirsch
diligently to make this happen and I want to
thank everyone on the Board for their help.

Chalk of the Town!
Markable & Erasable Chalkboard on a T-Shirt
Come by the Temple Gift
Shop and check out some
of the newest items we
purchased on our trip to
the New York market,
like the unique new t-shirt
item “Chalk of the Town”
pictured.

The Gift Shop also has a
great selection of apple and
honey plates for Rosh
Hashanah, plus many gifts
for all life cycle events.

Our prices are competitive and your Temple benefits by your support.
Amy Friedlander and Judy Aronson

We would like to thank Katie and John Webster for taking on the role of “Adoptive Family” for
the new shalicha, Ofir Rozenberg, and also to Carol and Matt Eberlein for being the Eastern
Shore counterpart of Ofir’s support system.
The Shalicha is sponsored by the Mobile Area Jewish Federation.
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FROM OUR SHALICHA, Ofir Rozenberg
The Shalicha is sponsored by the Mobile Area Jewish Federation

Shalom, ya’ll!

About three years ago, I moved to the Upper
Galilee to study social work in Tel-Hai
My name is Ofir
Academic College. I am currently living on
Rozenberg and I arrived
Kibbutz Ma'ayan Baruch which is located in
in Mobile on Friday,
August 19th. It has been a the northern tip of Israel not far from Mt.
pleasure to be here so far, Hermon, the Golan Heights, and the Jordan
feeling so welcomed and River. As a part of my social work studies, I
being treated so nicely by was an intern in a local elementary school,
nursing homes, and a regional school for
all the wonderful people
here. I am eagerly looking forward to meeting children with special needs. In fact, as I am
and getting to know all of you. And now for a writing these lines, I am also writing my final
papers and just about to graduate in a couple of
short introduction.
weeks! How exciting is that?
I was born and raised in Israel 26 years ago. I
grew up in a small community (which used to Studying and living here, surrounded once
again by the magical wonders of nature and
be a Moshav and currently is titled a Yeshuv
Kehilati – a community settlement) in Galilee, wonderful people, has been an amazing
just about 40 minutes from Haifa. Surrounded experience. It is one of my dreams to return to
this very specific area and build my future
by nature and mountains, I used to spend my
family here. But in the meantime, I want to
childhood afternoons biking, hiking, hanging
share my love and passion for Israel with you.
out with friends outdoors, and developing a
passion for photography (and an indescribable
Besides working and studying, I spent time
passion for foreign languages).
backpacking in Nepal, South-East Asia, and
Central America. Those were two different
After graduating high school, I served as a
trips. I love traveling, meeting new people
squad commander in the Intelligence Unit of
from different backgrounds and age groups,
the IDF. I was in charge of new recruits,
guiding and instructing them during their first discovering new cultures, and combining it
with my big passion for Israel – that is why I
month in the IDF. That was definitely an
decided to go on this Shlichut! I cannot wait to
unforgettable experience.
share experiences from my daily life in Israel,
Following my military service, I worked a few
as well as to hear and learn about life in
different jobs. Among those jobs, I was a
Mobile. Feel free to ask me any question and
security guard and accompanied many different
discuss any topic!
youth groups around Israel, including six
birthright groups, mostly from North America. I am looking forward to meeting you all very
Later on, I worked as a counselor on a program soon and spending a wonderful year together.
called NFTY-EIE High School in Israel, where
That's all for now, best regards from Israel.
I was exposed to Reform Judaism and served as
a "big sister" for the participants who came to
Israel for a semester to explore the country and
If you would like to contact Ofir Rozenberg,
their own Jewish identity.
you can reach her email or cell phone at
mobile.shlichim@gmail.com or 251-753-4860.
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From Our Archives
By Susan Thomas, Archivist

Last month’s bulletin article concerned the
beginnings of the Mobile section of the National
Council of Jewish Women in 1896. The Temple
Archives has an interesting collection of programs
and brochures from this organization from the
1900s. During the early years of the twentieth
century, the Mobile section helped with a variety
of projects, including conducting sewing lessons
for young girls, sponsoring English classes for
newly-arrived immigrants, and regularly visiting
and assisting Jewish patients in local hospitals.
Over the next 100 years, the Mobile section
continued to be involved in multiple philanthropic
endeavors in the city. During the Spanish
American War, World War I, and World War II
Council members assisted servicemen in port and
helped resettle war refugees who arrived in
Mobile. In the 1920s, members helped establish
the Mobile Association for the Blind, providing
funds for training materials, as well as
volunteering as readers for the visually impaired.
In the 1940s, the local section helped congregant
Sam Eichold found the Diabetic Clinic, which was
then located at the City Hospital, and Camp Seale
Harris for diabetic children. The Council provided
both funds and volunteers at these two sites.

In the 1950s, the Mobile section helped get
legislation passed to establish Group Aid for
Retarded Children, which provided educational
opportunities for children with intellectual
disabilities. Members funded a pilot program that
eventually grew into Mobile Association for
Retarded Citizens, now referred to as MARC.
In the 1960s and 70s, the Council helped fund a
variety of community projects to assist
disadvantaged and low-income children, such as
the Mobile Terrace playground project and the
Reading is Fundamental program.
In more recent years, Council projects have
included funding for the Mobile Preschool for the
Sensory Impaired, the Child Advocacy Center,
senior citizen programs, and the building and
staffing of a pediatric playroom at USA Medical
Center. Projects were funded through a variety of
fund-raising activities, such as casserole and bulb
sales.
In March 1995, the Mobile section voted to
disband, mainly due to declining membership.
Council funds remained invested through a local
community foundation until 2011, at which time
they were disbursed to three local agencies
providing a variety of services to children.

From the Music Committee
The Temple Music Committee is pleased to announce that Cantor Daniel Pincus will be with us for the
High Holy Days. What follows is a short bio condensed from his website. As you can see, he has a
vast amount of experience and we are fortunate to have him.
Cantor Pincus has sung with the 92nd Street Y Schubertiade Concerts, Portland Baroque Orchestras,
the New York Philharmonic, Long Island Baroque, The Berkshire Bach Society, The Alhambra
Ensemble and The Clarion Music Society. He has served on the faculty of The North American
Jewish Choral Festival and last May he taught the first course on shofar playing in decades (maybe
ever!) at his Alma Mater, the Hebrew Union College - Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music. For
more information on Cantor Pincus, you can go to his website at cantordanielpincus.com.
In addition to the High Holy Days services, we are hoping to arrange some special programming with
him. Having Cantor Pincus with us will make it a very special time for us.
Barry Silverman and Milton Brown, Co-Chairs
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The History Museum of Mobile will offer the
exhibit, Filming the Camps: From Hollywood to
Nuremberg, August 29, 2016 through January 16, 2017.
The exhibit is on loan from Mémorial de la Shoah. It
features the stories of three film directors—John Ford,
Samuel Fuller, and George Stevens—as they documented
Nazi atrocities during WWII. In conjunction with this
exhibition, the Mémorial de la Shoah is organizing a free
one-day workshop for teachers and educators and the Gulf
Coast Center for Holocaust and Human Rights Education
plans a number of educational activities.
Additional activities featured are a lecture by Dr. Dan
Puckett, Chair of the Alabama Holocaust Commission on
October 18; a film series at Spring Hill College on selected
Sunday afternoons; Roger Grunwald’s, The Mitzvah Project,
on October 20; Matt Rozell’s, “Photographs from a Train
Near Magdeburg” on October 24; and a lecture by Dr. Paul
Bartrop on November 15.
The first Sunday of every month, admission is free at the
History Museum from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. For more
information, go to http://www.museumofmobile.com/filming-the-camps.

Challah Bread Pudding submitted by Liz Fry
INGREDIENTS
4 large eggs
1 cup whole milk
1 cup whipping cream
1/4 cup sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Pinch of salt

4 cups day-old Challah, cut into all sizes (chunks/crumbs)
1/2 cup pecans, toasted, chopped

Butter baking dish (8x8 or 9x13 or 8x12). Whisk first 6 ingredients in medium bowl. Place bread and pecans in
prepared dish. Pour milk mixture over and let stand 5 minutes. Push down bread into custard. You can
refrigerate 2 hours, pushing bread into custard occasionally – but I usually just bake it!
Preheat oven to 375°F. Place baking dish with bread pudding in large metal pan. Add enough boiling water to
pan to come 1 inch up sides of dish with bread pudding. Bake until pudding is puffed and golden brown on top,
approximately 45-50 minutes. Remove dish with bread pudding from water and cool slightly.

BOURBON SAUCE INGREDIENTS
1/4 cup (1/2 stick) unsalted butter
3 tablespoons whipping cream
Pinch of salt

1/2 cup sugar
2 tablespoons bourbon

Melt butter in small saucepan over medium heat. Whisk in remaining ingredients. Simmer until thickened,
whisking often, about 3 minutes. Cool slightly.
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Eastern Shore Ladies Luncheon – August 18, 2016

L to R: Deborah Sack, Shirley Boyd, Jean Harper, Carol Zimmerman, Ilena Rowe, Priscilla Gold-Darby,
Susie Passman, and Robin Ayers

YAHRZEIT
It is a true Mitzvah to honor those whose memory we hold dear by attending services on
the Shabbat Yahrzeit (year’s time), joining your congregation in reciting Kaddish,
and the giving of charity in their memory.

September 3
Reuben Kamil, Aris Schoonderbeek, Melvin Bauer, Jr., Irving Jacob Buchman, Martin Dreyfus,
Abe Levine, David Conrad,

September 10
Nell Schoonderbeek, Fanny S. Fuller, Samuel Brown, Lillian Cherkes Paper,
Esther Devora Friedlander, Ruth Lamensdorf, Arthur Angstreich, Sue O’desky,
George Wagenheim

September 17
Alvin Miller, Dolores Schatten, Henry Gaggstatter, Joshua Marcus, Naomi Homonoff Stern,
Norma Kihyet, Claris McDaniel, Samuel Friedman, Jacob Koffler, William Paul Warren

September 24
David Friedlander, Julius Marx, Ruth Brown, Dora Levine, Robert Nathan Handmacher,
Gus Small, Adolph Rubel

October 1
Nathan Friedlander, Sarah Altman, Dorys Seelig, Ida Kelsey, David Levine, Leonard Seiken, Gizella
Keller, Leon Mishkin, Henry Jake Stern, Bessie Friedlander,
Marie Silberstein Herman
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CONTRIBUTIONS
A plaque has been placed in honor of Jean Fry’s 90th Birthday – Randy & Liz, Mimi & Steve,
Carol & Gary, Doug & Debbie, Jenny & Gary Rich, Anne Lowenburg, Iris & Albert Klein,
Bobette & Lowell Friedman, Amy & Jack Friedlander, Perry Lewis & Frank Wood,
Sandra & Harvey Gandler, Leslie & Larry Miller, Iris & Nate Ginsberg
In honor of Priscilla Gold-Darby’s birthday – Elaine & Ron Berman
In honor of the marriage between Jennifer Gamble and Brent Wilson – Alain & Gary Gamble
In honor of Amy & Jack Friedlander’s birthday – Mary Ann Friedlander
In honor of Madelyn Friedlander’s birthday – Mary Ann Friedlander
A speedy recovery for Alan Goldberg – Alan Hirsch
A speedy recovery for Susan Pearlman – Harriet & William Kahn
In memory of Terry Barkin – Jean Fry, Joyce & Gerard Toubiana, Bobette & Lowell Friedman
In memory of Dolores Loeb – Jean Fry, Ellen & Bill Shulman, Leigh & Keith Parks,
Perrye Lewis, Jamie & Greg Saad, Mary Ann & Joseph Fesenmeir, Southeastern Shoe Travelers,
Pauline Witt, Terry & Craig Holly, Enid & Gil Laden, Ellen & Buzzy Zivitz, Jo & Bert Klein,
Joyce & Gerard Toubiana, Barbara & Thomas D’Arcangelo, Barbara & George Stewart,
Iris & Albert Klein, Brenda Merlin, Janice White, Debbie & Stephen Vogel, Carol & Gary Long,
Susan & Jeff Friedman, Harriet & William Kahn, Sherry & Gary Wolff, Todd & Kim Wolff,
Sarah & Tom Damson, Joy & Jonny Gardberg, Ellie & Cole Appelman,
Joanne & Robert Romeiser
Six blueberry bushes were donated to the Temple in memory of Dolores Loeb - Cherry Kinney
and Kinney Nursery of Semmes, Alabama
In memory of Paul Brown – Sue Brown
In memory of Rose and Joseph Zulofsky – Alain & Gary Gamble
In memory of J. B. Friedlander – Mary Ann Friedlander
In memory of Bennie Friedlander – Mary Ann Friedlander
In memory of Becky Friedlander – Mary Ann Friedlander
In memory of Arnold Heart – Judi & Paul Bergman
In memory of Dr. H. C. Patterson – Maud Patterson
In memory of Lillian Muhlfelder – Steve Muhlfelder
In memory of Anne Bergman – Paul Bergman
In memory of Eleanor Ruth Frenkel – Ceresa & Paul Frenkel
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September Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday To ...
1
2
4
5
5
5
6
6
7
8
9
10
10
10
11
11
12
12
12

Jacob Holberg
12
Benjamin Frenkel
12
Jon Fusco
13
Sam Feibelman, Jr.
18
Matthew Weinstein
19
Buzzy Zivitz
22
Craig Ginsberg
22
Daryn Glassbrook
22
Iris Klein
23
Richard Frank
23
Steven Hirsch
25
Aaron Ayers
25
Pat Bloom
26
Howard Silverman
26
Barbara Paper
27
Keith Spain
27
Michael David Gardberg 28
Iris Ginsberg
28
Brandon Miller
28
29

Fran Passero
Lila Sack
Madelyn Blayre Friedlander
Cindy Magnes
Bill Denson
Jonathan Fratkin
William Kahn
Megan Moore
Amanda Miller
Adrian Pereira
Samuel Eberlein
Lisa Rosenfeld
Mary Ann Friedlander
Leonard Wells
Terry Harris
Evan Klein
Randy Fry
Meredith Hoffman
Sandra Nadas
Alton Sack

Happy Anniversary To ...
1
2
4
7
12
29

Sandy & Ralph Holberg
Susan & Jeff Friedman
Sandra & Harvey Gandler
Deborah & Alton Sack
Julie & Randy Kogon
Diane Garden-Monheit & Michael Monheit
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October Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday To ...
1
1
2
4
4
4
4
4
5
6
6
7
9
9
10
12
13
14
16

Flo Kessler
Susan Passman
Connor Jack Furman
Nancy Brown
Randy Fink
Katie Frank
Nancy Hoffman
Michael Monheit
Gary Fishbein
Jeffrey Friedman
Sandy Holberg
Gerald Friedlander
Daniel Fetterman
Robin Mayer
Patti Grandquist
Nell Ennis
Sam Brown
Andrew Kahn
Christine Clolinger

17
18
19
20
20
21
23
23
24
24
25
27
27
30
30
30
30
31
31

Harryl Friedlander
Gregory Borak
Harvey Switzkey
Michael Brown
Tonia Silverstein
Ellie Appelman
Megan Denson
Debbie Frank
Ellen Fishbein
Ceresa Frenkel
Elaine Berman
Phyllis Feibelman
Jenny Rich
Jason Berman
Jonathan Friedlander
Nancy Hill
Murry Mutchnick
Marc Loeb
Sandler Passman

Happy Anniversary To ...
8
10
12
16
26
26
27
28

Karen & Hari Singh
Carrie & Marc Friduss
Bonnie & George Kidd
Elizabeth & Fred Miller
Liz & Randy Fry
Nancy Pierce & Barry Silverman
Christine & Jeff Conrad
Michelle & Jerry Dobbins
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Dana Evan Kaplan, Rabbi
Alan Hirsch, President
J. Michael Pereira, First Vice-President

Jerry Silverstein, Second Vice-President
Aaron Solomon, Treasurer
Maure Sternberg, Secretary

CALENDAR
Torah Study

Wednesday

5:30 p.m.

September 7, 14, 21, and 28

Weekly Torah

Saturday

10:00 a.m.

Hebrew School

Sundays

8:30 a.m.

September 11, 18, and 25
(no Hebrew School on the 4th)

Religious School

Sundays

9:45 a.m.

September 11, 18, and 25
(no Religious School on the 4th)

Will be scheduled after High Holy Days



High Holy Days
Erev Rosh Hashanah – Sunday, October 2nd – 7:00 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah - Monday, October 3rd – 10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m. – Children’s Service
Kol Nidre – Tuesday, October 11th – 7:00 p.m.
Yom Kippur – Wednesday, October 12th – 10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m. – Children’s Service

THE TEMPLE BULLETIN (USPS966-900) is published monthly by
Springhill Avenue Temple,
1769 Springhill Avenue
Mobile, AL 36607.
“Periodicals Postage Paid at Mobile,
Alabama.”
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