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Congregation Sha’arai Shomayim
Springhill Avenue Temple

Founded 1844

The Temple Bulletin
springhillavenuetemple.com

We are coming together as a caring, inclusive community united in a common commitment to Judaism and to furthering
our spiritual growth. We desire to do this recognizing that worship of God, study of Torah, caring for the Jewish people
and our community, are central to our being as a Reform Jewish congregation. With these principles as our foundation
and guided by a historic past, we anticipate our future, one of continual lifelong self-renewal.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Friday, March 4

Saturday, March 5

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Guest Speaker: Alan Hall, Holocaust Survivor

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Breakfast
Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, March 11

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, March 18

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Nate Ginsberg and Jack Friedlander
will conduct the service

*Wednesday, March 23

6:00 p.m.

Purim Shabbat Service
with dinner to follow

Friday, March 25

6:00 p.m.

Evening Shabbat Service
with the Congregational Choir

*Please note special date and time for the Purim Shabbat Service,
dinner, and play.
ALL SHABBAT SERVICES ARE CONGREGATIONAL SERVICES.
PLEASE JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Torah Selection:
Exodus 35:1 – 38:20; 30:11-16
Haftarah – II Kings 12:1 – 17

FROM OUR RABBI
Ceremony becomes a tool for nurturing
individual spirituality rather than a way of
e live in a new world and that includes responding to divine command. We feel an
absolute obligation to search for our true inner
how we look at religion. Many
voice. As a result, the rejection of the old
Americans have shifted from
fashioned religious teachings is not just an
believing in a religion that has an established
option, but a moral imperative.
“church” and set rituals and moved to a
privatized spirituality. Rather than trying to
We have a declining respect for authority of all
placate a demanding deity, we are looking to find types with a corresponding increasing emphasis
ways to realize our human potential. Individual on democratic participation. We are no longer
seekers are looking for transcendent meaning in content to follow the priest, minister, or rabbi,
a universe where no single person or institution wanting, at least, to be a part of the decisionhas the ultimate religious authority or absolute
making process and preferring to share
knowledge of religious truth.
leadership. As George Gallup Jr. put it,

Spirituality and Us

W

Divinity is a treasured, if elusive, quality,
providing a sense of peace and selfempowerment. Each person needs to embark on
his or her own spiritual journey in order to find
their own personal path to the sacred. This
spiritual search is not based on the acceptance of
any specific dogma, theological belief, or
ideology. The “sovereign self” yearns for
spiritual nourishment, but is repelled by strict
behavioral codes. There is little interest in
reading ancient religious texts that were believed
to have the authority to require specific ritual
practices.
We want to experience God in our own way and
will therefore reject anything that does not seem
consistent with the perception of authenticity.

“Americans do not see their role, as it once was,
to ‘pay, pray and obey.’ We see our role as
taking part fully in church life; the church, they
believe, serves them, not the other way around.”
We want to be directly involved in order to
ensure that what is transpiring will be
meaningful. In the shift from central authority to
individual autonomy, established religious
groups can no longer count on traditional
allegiance. Community is a “second language,”
still of interest, but in need of redefinition in
order to find a place in the new hierarchy of
values. That is our task today and it is a
daunting one. But with a little perseverance and
southern charm, we can accomplish it!!!
Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan

Guest Speaker – Mr. Jonathan Leff
Springhill Avenue Temple Chapel
Thursday, March 3, 2016 – 2:00 p.m.

Mr. Leff will talk about his service in the Israeli Naval Service during the War of 1948. Prior to
Israel becoming a nation, Ben-Gurion sought to recruit Jewish Officers who had seen combat
during WWII. He needed men who not only knew what a navy looked like, but men who had
also been in naval battles.
Mr. Leff was in the naval engagement during which the Egyptian flagship the Emir Farouk was
sunk and an Egyptian minesweeper was so damaged that it had to be hauled back to Alexandria.

If you like history,
you will like this "you were there" account of the birth of Israel's Navy.
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

W

ell, springtime is right around the
corner and things are picking up
around the Temple. I am really
excited about the next few weeks. We have so
many events coming up. First off, we are having
(or may have had by the time this goes to press),
a joint service and social with Pensacola's
Temple Beth-El on Saturday morning February
20th. Then, the following weekend, there will be
a short joint service with Ahavas Chesad
followed by a speaker. A couple of weeks later
is the Limmud Conference in New Orleans from
March 18th - 20th. We are really fortunate to
have this interactive Jewish conference so close
to us. Limmud organizes these events all over
the country and this is only two hours away in a
great city. I hope many of you will join us for
this fun and interesting weekend. And what the
heck, where better to spend the weekend than in
New Orleans?

So, as you can see, the programming is really
picking up and for us to keep this momentum
going we need participation. This means you. I
know y'all may get tired of me going on about
participation, but we have really picked up the
pace of scheduling different events and, for this
to continue, we need to have people show an
interest. I think things are changing at a fairly
quick pace at our beloved Temple and the
excitement is starting to build. At services just
the other night, the Chapel was full and we had
to bring in some extra seats. I saw that as a great
sign as to what is taking place at Congregation
Sha’arai Shomayim. For those that may not
have been around recently, I think if you came
and saw what was going on you would be
impressed at the vibrancy that is starting to
unfold with our beloved Congregation, the oldest
in Alabama, and a pillar of Reform Judaism in
our state, as well as our region.
Alan V Hirsch, President

Friday Evening Shabbat Service
March 4 at 6:00 PM
We Welcome Holocaust Survivor
Allan Hall and His Wife, Lori Gold
Allan was born in Cracow, Poland. He and his family lived in
hiding in Lvov, Warsaw, and Cracow. He snuck out of Warsaw
ghetto and thus survived the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.
Allan practiced law in Miami for more than 40 years. Lori Gold
worked as a school psychologist, divorce mediator, and attorney.
Lori interviewed Allan's family to learn how they were impacted by
Allan's experiences during and after WWII and speaks to groups on
the intergenerational impact of the Holocaust and of resilience.
Allan and Lori live in Miami Beach.
Sponsored by Gulf Coast Center for Holocaust
& Human Rights Education

Mr. Hall will speak during the Shabbat Evening Service
on Friday, March 4th – 6:00 p.m.
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Sisterhood needs volunteers!

In order to be ready for
the Corned Beef Extravaganza on Thursday, March 17th, volunteers
are needed to help assemble the boxed lunches on Sunday, March
13th at 10:30 a.m., specifically, wrapping the cheese cake portions of
the lunches. If you can help, please contact Susie (478-0415 or
secretary@springhillavenuetemple.com) to sign up.

URJ Jacobs Camp - Registration Now Open!
URJ Jacobs Camp (jacobs.urjcamps.org) is a Reform Jewish summer
camp in Utica, MS serving children from the Deep South entering
grades Pre-K to 12. Plan now for a great summer experience!
Registration is now open!
Due to the generosity of an anonymous donor, Temple youth will be
able to receive a $1,000 incentive grant for first-time campers and
$500 for continuing campers. These funds are in addition to the first
time campers scholarship program of $1,000 from the Goldring Family Foundation. In
addition to these scholarships, supplemental funding may also be available.
Interested parents should contact Rabbi Kaplan at the Springhill Avenue Temple for more
information (251)478-0415

CONTRIBUTIONS
In honor of Mimi Holberg’s 100th birthday – Sandra & Harvey Gandler,
Ellen & William Shulman
In honor of Bobette & Lowell Friedman’s 65th Wedding Anniversary – Iris & Nate Ginsberg
Speedy recovery for Sandy Holberg – Harriet & William Kahn, Alan Hirsch
Speedy recovery for Susan Herring – Iris & Nate Ginsberg
Speedy recovery for John Jefferson – Iris & Nate Ginsberg
General Fund – Aleta & Ted Greenspan
In memory of Lila Kogon – Jill Gottlieb
In memory of Ethel Mae Wells Bennett – Phyllis Feibelman
In memory of Jack Silverman – Shirley Silverman
In memory of Max Zell – Bobby & Mitch Lawley
In memory of Julien S. Lewis – Perrye Lewis
In memory of Leatrice Miller – Fred Miller
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FROM OUR SHALIACH, ARAD LERNER

W

hy are Israelis so happy?

persecuted, exiled, and banned; if someone has
the right to complain it is us. But then in Israel
“Mishenichnas Adar Marbin
if someone asks you how is everything? You
Besimcha.” A free translation of that
would say everything is alright or at least
sentence would be, “When the month of Adar
“eehiye beseder”- it will be alright.
begins, we need to have more happiness.”
Since we are in the month of Adar celebrating I guess we are optimistic. After being through
Purim let’s talk about happiness.
all the horrors we have been through, maybe
we have learned that no matter how hard it is, it
Studies show that Israelis are happier than
will eventually go away. Or maybe we are just
some European countries ranking 8th place on
apathetic. We have gotten used to it
the happiness level. But why?
so much, that we just don’t care
Why are Israelis so happy?
anymore and all we have left is to
laugh about it.
Is it the governmental healthcare,
the beach, or the fact that we are
I believe it is somewhat a
all Jews and friendly (most of the
combination. We all learn that life
time)? Is it because we say things
moves on, even after a death of
straight to the face and don’t keep
someone or even terror attacks, no
to ourselves? Maybe the military
matter what, no one can stop time.
service makes you understand that you have
We just adjust to the new situation and remain
already been through the worst? I don’t know.
grateful for what we do have, which is pretty
much the halfway mark in reaching happiness.
We do complain. We complain so much that
you would never think that we are happy,
I’d like to remind you to join us for the
especially not close in our happiness level to
happiest night of them all - Benji Lovitt, the
Finland or Switzerland (can you even
comedian will perform at Ahavas Chesed
compare?!) But maybe we just complain to
Synagogue, 705 Regents Way at 7:00 p.m. on
each other?
Sunday, March 6th. We will also introduce
I have learned that complaining, in a way, is a you to our Alabama Tzedakha project. This is
Jewish thing, not that we have a monopoly over your opportunity to show support for Israel and
the IDF’s dear soldiers.
it, but it seems like we complain all the time,
and maybe it is justified. We have been

A Big Thank You

to Mrs. Norma Conrad for
the Baby Grand Piano donated to the Temple in
memory of her late husband, David.
And to the Hillcrest Publix for donating a full pallet
of groceries for our Temple kitchen!
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Springhill Avenue Temple’s
Purim Celebration
Oh, sure you know the story of Purim.
And you probably love the music of the Beach Boys.
But what do they have in common?
You’ll find out at our Purim celebration, when your fellow
congregants, students from the religious school and the choir present

“Purim – Beach Boys Style”
Its the old Megillah using some of your Beach Boys favorites!
Wednesday, March 23 – 6:00 p.m.
with a Special Purim Play
You are also invited to stay for a Spaghetti Dinner
Prepared by the Men’s Club
For planning purposes, please RSVP to the Temple Office (478-0415)
by Friday, March 18th.
Dinner is free of charge.

Gift Shop News
The Gift Shop is brimming with lovely mezuzahs, menorahs,
and Seder plates for Passover.
Shop us FIRST! Profits from sales enable the Sisterhood to
fund many of the functions that are held at the Temple!
Judy and Amy
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Purim: A Jewish Mardi Gras?
by Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan

W

e are excited looking forward to a
Beach Boys inspired Purim play and
song fest which will be held on the eve
of Purim, Wednesday March 23rd. We will then
have an informal and very tasty meal and, while
we are eating desserts including hamentashen, we
will celebrate. Happy Purim!

save the Jews of the land of Persia from
destruction.

When I teach about the Hebrew Bible, I always
ask the same question. What is the only book in
the Hebrew Bible that does not mention the name
of God? The answer is the book of Esther.
Medieval commentators spend a lot of time and
energy trying to explain why a book that does not
Purim is celebrated by the reading of the Scroll of
mention the name of God was included in the
Esther, known in Hebrew as the Megillat Esther,
Jewish Holy Scriptures. Despite their efforts, no
which relates the story of Purim. While the story
explanation is completely satisfactory. What we
is not historical, it rings true. We have absolutely
can see is that in many ways the book of Esther is
no trouble believing that the events described took
an amazingly modern book.
place -- not just one time in one place, but many
times in many places. This story was recently
Purim is a day that we celebrate. We can dress up
made into a movie, One Night with the King.
in funny costumes and, according to some rabbinic
sources, are permitted to drink quite a bit. Today,
We all know the story. Haman, the King's chief
we tone that part down a little bit because we don't
minister, plots to exterminate all of the Jews of
want to get arrested for drunk driving! But the
Persia. King Ahashuerus was not an evil man like
sages in the Talmud allowed for more drinking of
Haman, but he was easily misled. Fortunately,
wine as a way to emphasize the joyous nature of
Haman’s plan was foiled by Queen Esther and her
the holiday. Haman and all the enemies were
uncle Mordechai, who ultimately
defeated. We survived. And that in itself was an
accomplishment.

YAHRZEIT
It is a true Mitzvah to honor those whose memory we hold dear by attending services on the Shabbat Yahrzeit
(year’s time), joining your congregation in reciting Kaddish, and the giving of charity in their memory.

March 4
Isadore Barkin, Roland Fry, Mary Alice Levin Brucato, Edward M. Franco, Nick Aronson,
Rose Saks, Cecile Olensky Mishkin, Lawrence E. Fetterman, Sam Edelbaum, Milton Leigh, Albert Metzger

March 11
Maury Friedlander, Lorene Frankel, Salomon Friedman, Lillian Holberg, Fannie Salmon Whitehead,
Annette Loeb, Max Mutchnick, Gladys Fried

March 18
Jacob M. Buchman, Abe Lewis, Florence Millstein, Sam Millstein, Cyrus Adler Neuman, Henna Aronson,
Jean Jacobs, Shylvia Raymon Fleisher, Maurice Garb, Narka Lang Fuller, Joe Passero, Sol Stern,
Janette Gardberg

March 25
Florence Kaplan Bloom, Herman Vogel, Richard Mintz, Thelma Renaud
-7-

Israel Faces Presents
A Comedy Show featuring
Comedian, Benji Lovitt
March 6th at 7:00pm
Ahavas Chesed Synagogue
Supporting Israel and the IDF, the brilliant comedian Benji Lovitt
will perform at the Synagogue on March 6th at 7:00 p.m. You will
also learn about the Alabama Tzedakah Project which involves all
Jewish communities in the State of Alabama. This effort is being
led by Dana Korem, the Shlicha with the Jewish Federation of
Central Alabama and Arad Lerner, the Shaliach in the Mobile Area
Jewish Federation.

FROM OUR ARCHIVES
By Susan Thomas, Archivist

Temple. He accomplished all of this working
part-time over a 25 year tenure.

I

n May 1968, the Springhill Avenue Temple
Board of Directors established for the first
time an Archives Committee. In proposing
the creation of the committee, Dr. Julian Lewis
gave the following quote from the American
Jewish Archives: “Indifference to the past, and
indifference to the future, go hand in hand.
Congregations which undertake to establish and
maintain their own archives will serve both the
past and the future in exemplary fashion.”
Volunteers from the Temple began the slow
process of gathering together all the old Temple
records, which up to that time had been stored in
various locations at the Temple facility and in
congregants’ homes. In January 1980, Robert
Zietz was hired as the Temple Archivist. He
worked from a small area behind the stage,
which was eventually enlarged and equipped
mainly through donations from the Eichold
family. Mr. Zietz worked tirelessly organizing
and cataloguing the contents of the Archives. In
addition to responding to requests for
information, writing bulletin articles, transposing
many pages of birth, marriage, and death records
into useable typed lists, and giving talks about
the Archives, he also compiled a history of the

Mr. Zietz retired in 2005 and I was hired as his
replacement. We worked together for several
months before his employment ended. Even
after he retired he would call me frequently,
often to make sure I had seen a relevant article in
the newspaper or to tell me I had made an error
in a bulletin article. He had a very strong interest
in the congregation’s history and up until his
death in 2012 at age 89, he continued to stay in
touch, answer questions, and give advice.
I am now in my 11th year as your Archivist.
Although I feel I will never truly replace Mr.
Zietz, I do share the strong interest he had in
preserving the congregation’s past. I do agree
with the quote above that indifference to the past
is detrimental to the progress of the future. One
of the main purposes of the Archives is to
maintain old records and to have them available
for study and research by those interested in
learning about the past. Please feel free to
contact me if there is a topic from the Temple’s
past that interests you. I will be glad to help you
find the information you need. I encourage you
to not be indifferent to your Temple’s past, but to
learn more about it.
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The Springhill Avenue Temple Sisterhood Annual

CORNED BEEF EXTRAVAGANZA
Thursday, March 17, 2016
*¼ lb. corned beef sandwich on Jewish rye bread
*Kosher dill pickle
*New York style cheese cake
*Bag of chips
*condiments
PREPAID orders only – order deadline is Monday, March 14th.
For More Information call or email:
Springhill Avenue Temple at 478-0415
secretary@springhillavenuetemple.com
1769 Springhill Ave., Mobile, AL 36607

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Order Form
I would like to order:___Corned Beef Sandwich Box Lunches
@ $10.00 each = _______ (total enclosed)
Please Make Checks Payable to: Springhill Avenue Temple Sisterhood
Orders can be picked up at Springhill Avenue Temple (10:30 until Noon)
OR DELIVERED (only for orders of 10 or more)
Name of Business and Contact:
___________________________________________________________________
Pickup or Delivered? __________________________________________________
Delivery Address:_____________________________________________________
Zip Code:________ Phone Number: ______________________________________
Email Address for confirmation: _________________________________________
Name of Temple Member who sold this order: ______________________________
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March Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday To …
1
2
2
3
3
3
5
5
5
6
6
7
8
9
9
11
13
13
13
13

Kay Friedlander
Penny Adamo
John Zelnicker
Naomi Gardberg
Mitchell Lawley
Daniel Toubiana
Christine Conrad
Jennifer Feibelman
Danielle Appelman
Miller Eberlein
Edith Misrok
Brian Rich
Gary Gamble
Matthew Kessler
Wendy Solomon
Hannah Garden-Monheit
Georgina Hall
Elaine Holberg
Barbara Lawley
Darlin Tolpin

14
16
16
17
17
17
17
18
18
19
19
20
21
21
21
22
23
25
25
26

Jeff Fink
Jerry Silverstein
Arielle Singh
Maxwell Lansky
Bryan Maisel
Margaret Moore-Nadler
Doris Claire Stein
Amy Friedlander
Jill Friedman
Christine Hill
David Loeser
Gilbert Laden
Jennifer Gamble
Jaxon Hall
Joanna Kessler
David Furman
David Cherniak
Elliot Borak
Amelia Miller
Mary Green

27
27
28
28
29
29
30
30

Drew Gottlieb
Michelle Schjott
Benjamin Bloom
Celia Mutchnick
Josh Lansky
Joseph Mishkin
Benjamin Holberg
Abigal Klein

Happy Anniversary To ...
5
5
9
10
17
24
26
28

Dana & Nathan Handmacher
Katie & John Webster
Joy & Jonny Gardberg
Melanie & William Susman
Diane & Alan Franco
Nancy & Richard Hill
Audra & Adam Sack
Lisa & Eric Lansky

April Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday To …
1
1
3
4
4
4
5
5
6
7
7
9
9
10
10
11
13
13

Jennifer Aronson
David Schjott
David Stein
Jordan Holberg
Tara Holberg
Cece Spain
Tom Kessler
Sherry Mutchnick
Robert Holberg
Rose Brunson
Warren Koffler
Paul Frenkel
David Gardberg
Cyndee Mayer
Mel Sternberg
Barry Silverman
Meryl Harris
Steve Zimmerman

15
15
15
16
16
16
17
19
20
20
20
24
25
25
25
26
27
27

Susan Friedman
Michael Rosenbaum
Sharon Sokol
Robert Kahn
Lisa Van Beuren
Jan Yellin
Katherine Barkin
Gary Rich
Bettina Prager
Daniel Tolpin
Elizabeth Zimmerman
Shari Green
Jack Friedlander
Robin Mishkin
Odette Sternberg
Debra Krulewicz
JoAnne Fusco
Marc Miller
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28
28
29
29
29
30

Alexis Goldberg
Shirley Silverman
Michael Friedlander
Brian Mishkin
Stanley Small
Frank Anderson

Happy Anniversary To ...
10
17
20
22
23
29

Katherine & Richard Pearl
Ellie & Cole Appelman
Ellen & Buzzy Zivitz
Claris & Sam Feibelman
Tonia & Jerry Silverstein
Pauline & Mike Brown

Dana Evan Kaplan, Interim Rabbi
Alan Hirsch, President
J. Michael Pereira, First Vice-President

Jerry Silverstein, Second Vice-President
Aaron Solomon, Treasurer
Maure Sternberg, Secretary

CALENDAR
Torah Study

Wednesday

5:30 p.m.

Weekly Torah

Saturday s

Hebrew School

Sundays
Wednesday

8:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

March 6 and 13
March 23
(no Hebrew School March 20 and 27th)

Religious School

Sundays

9:45 a.m.

March 6 and 13
(no Religious School for
March 20 and 27th)

10:00 a.m.

March 2, 9, 16, and 30
(no Torah Study March 23rd)
March 12 and 26
(no Torah Study March 5 and 19th)



Friday, March 4

6:00 p.m.

Evening Shabbat Service
Guest Speaker – Allan Hall
(details page 3)

Sunday, March 6th

7:00 p.m.

Israel Faces featuring comedian
Benji Lovitt (see page 8 for details)

Thursday, March 17
Friday, March 18th thru
Sunday, March 20th
Wednesday, March 23

Corned Beef Extravaganza
Pick-up @ Temple until 12:00 Noon
12:00 Noon
6:00 p.m.

2016 LimmudFest NOLA
Leaving the Temple at 12:00 Noon
Purim Shabbat Service with dinner
to follow service
THE TEMPLE BULLETIN (USPS966-900) is published monthly by
Springhill Avenue Temple,
1769 Springhill Avenue
Mobile, AL 36607.
“Periodicals Postage Paid at Mobile,
Alabama.”
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