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Congregation Sha’arai Shomayim
Springhill Avenue Temple

Founded 1844

The Temple Bulletin
springhillavenuetemple.com

We are coming together as a caring, inclusive community united in a common commitment to Judaism and to furthering
our spiritual growth. We desire to do this recognizing that worship of God, study of Torah, caring for the Jewish people
and our community, are central to our being as a Reform Jewish congregation. With these principles as our foundation
and guided by a historic past, we anticipate our future, one of continual lifelong self-renewal.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Friday, February 5

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, February 12

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
with the Congregational Choir

Friday, February 19

6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service

Saturday, February 20

Friday, February 26

10:30 a.m.

6:00 p.m.

Combined Congregational Shabbat Service
with Temple Beth-El of Pensacola at
Springhill Avenue Temple
with the Congregational Choir
Evening Shabbat Service
with the Congregational Choirs

The Temple Offices will be closed Tuesday, February 9th
for the Mardi Gras Day holiday.

ALL SHABBAT SERVICES ARE CONGREGATIONAL SERVICES.
PLEASE JOIN US IN WORSHIP
Torah Selection:
Exodus 21:1 – 24:18; 30:11-16
Haftarah – II Kings 11:17 – 12:17

FROM OUR RABBI
LimmudFest will begin on Friday, March 18th at
5:00 p.m. and will run through Sunday, March
20th at 6:00 p.m. The Friday and Saturday
sessions will be held at Gates of Prayer in Metairie
and the Sunday sessions will be at Tulane’s LavinBernick Center. They are a volunteer led
organization, which has a well-deserved reputation
for creating events with a lively vibe and an
interesting social environment.
Limmud is an international organization, which
sponsors conferences in major cities around the
world giving people of all backgrounds a chance
to celebrate Shabbat and to learn about different
approaches to Judaism. Their goal is to harness
the energy of people from all parts of the Jewish
community and to create exciting conferences that
most will be inspired by and will come away from
with the desire to learn more and do more. It is
one of 80 Limmud conferences held in
communities around the world, from Peru to South
Africa to Belarus, in which people of all ages,
denominations, and levels of knowledge come
together to experience Jewish learning and life
through text study, music, politics, art, literature,
philosophy, film, poetry and much more.

aware of such as the Pittsburgh platform of 1885.
We will read through what Rabbi Stein has written
and have a lively discussion about his ideas – and
our ideas.
Springhill Avenue Temple is organizing a group
to attend the 2016 LimmudFest in New Orleans.
This is an adult conference, but there is a special
track for young adults and teens and even small
children. The Shabbaton begins at Congregation
Gates of Prayer on Friday, March 18th thru
Saturday, March 19th, and learning at the LavinBernick Center on the campus of Tulane
University on Sunday, March 20th. We plan to
leave Mobile around noon on Friday, March 18,
2016.
We are collecting registration checks, which are
$75 for adults, $40 for young adults (18-30) and
$15 for teens. This includes all of the
programming, most meals and even some snacks,
which makes this the best deal you are ever going
to get! You can also register online, but we prefer
that you register through us so that we can help
with carpooling and other technical details related
to getting to New Orleans. The program itself
begins with Friday night services at the Reform
Temple, Gates of Prayer, in Metairie. We have a
choice of home hospitality, which I believe is free
or, if you prefer, you can take a hotel room. You
can choose either a hotel in Metairie, which is near
Gates of Prayer for programming on Friday and
Saturday or downtown on St. Charles Street,
which would be closer to Tulane University.

Limmud is a tremendously invigorating
experience, even for the most seasoned educators
and artists. The interaction between presenters
and participants — many of whom are presenters
themselves — is one of the most thrilling aspects
of the conference. We hope that you will be able
to take advantage of the many classes and cultural
events that LimmudFest will offer.
We are hoping that we can get a good size
contingent from our congregation, including most
Local, national, and international presenters will
of the Board. Studies show that people who come
be speaking on a range of topics. I will be
back from these conferences are invigorated and
presenting a workshop on the Principles of
excited. Interested parties should contact Rabbi
Reform Judaism, a German Reform attempt to
Kaplan (danaevankaplan@gmail.com), Michael
develop a comprehensive platform of what we
Holberg (Michael Holberg (mholberg@microbelieve. This workshop will examine a fascinating
comm.com), Michael Friedlander
document written by Rabbi Leopold Stein in
(mbfrie@aol.com), Michael Pereira
Germany in the 19th century who was trying to
(c23beech@yahoo.com), and Maure Sternberg
answer the question "what is Reform Judaism?"
(mssternberg@comcast.net).
While this document is barely known, it is actually
more readable and probably more relevant than
Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan
the more famous platforms that many people are
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

A

lready it is a month into the New Year.
Life moves on quickly doesn't it? Your
Board has already met this year and we
are planning a lot of activities and events for the
upcoming year. It is my hope that this year will
be the most vibrant and active year ever for our
Congregation. Of course, in order for that to
happen, it takes participation and attendance.
This means you. If you haven't been to an event
in a while, now would be a good time to check
things out. If you haven't been to a service
lately, you should really see the difference a new
rabbi makes. Rabbi Kaplan has brought to us a
fresh outlook and has really helped to make our
services interesting, a fun, and certainly spiritual.

wants to know what YOU want from our
congregation. How do you feel about our
liturgy? Do you want more Hebrew? Less
Hebrew? A different time? More Saturday
services? More lectures? Maybe a monthly pot
luck dinner after services? This will be your
chance to tell us what you want from YOUR
congregation. Please make every effort to attend
and give us your input. Your Board wants to
know what you want.
We have compiled and created committees. If
you signed up for a committee, you will
hopefully be hearing from the Chairs soon. If
you haven't signed up, it is not too late. This is a
great way to get involved and see what is going
on at your Temple. We have several committees
and certainly you can find one that is of interest
to you.

Please be on the lookout for a Town Hall
Meeting to be held in the near future. Our
congregation is undergoing major changes right
now - a new Rabbi, increased programming, and See ya around the Temple!
new members, just to name a few. Our Board
Alan V Hirsch, President

Sisterhood needs volunteers!

In order to be ready for the
Corned Beef Extravaganza on Thursday, March 17th, volunteers are needed to
help assemble the boxed lunches on Sunday, March 13th at 10:30 a.m.,
specifically, wrapping the cheese cake portions of the lunches. If you can help,
please contact Susie (478-0415 or secretary@springhillavenuetemple.com) to
sign up.

URJ Jacobs Camp - Registration Now Open!
URJ Jacobs Camp (jacobs.urjcamps.org) is a Reform Jewish summer camp in Utica, MS serving
children from the Deep South entering grades Pre-K to 12. Plan now for a great summer
experience! Registration is now open!
Due to the generosity of an anonymous donor, Temple youth will be
able to receive a $1,000 incentive grant for first-time campers and $500
for continuing campers. These funds are in addition to the first time
campers scholarship program of $1,000 from the Goldring Family
Foundation. In addition to these scholarships, supplemental funding
may also be available.
Interested parents should contact Rabbi Kaplan at the Springhill Avenue
Temple for more information (251)478-0415
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Israel Faces
Wednesday, February 17th at 7:00 p.m.
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Mobile Jewish Film Festival
“Rosenwald”
Photos Patricia Silverman

Stephanie Deutsch, author of “You Need a
Schoolhouse” was on hand after the screening
of “Rosenwald”, to give a short talk on the
man, Julius Rosenwald, a businessman who
transformed Sears & Roebuck. Additionally,
Mr. Rosenwald ,with the assistance of his
friend, Mr. Booker T. Washington, was also
instrumental in the building of schools for
black children in the segregated south. The
three gentlemen pictured are all graduates of
one of those schools and also gave a short talk
about their experiences.
Pictured from left to right are: Emory Johnson, class of
’55; Isaiah Pinkney, class of ’52; Stephanie Deutsch, and
Dr Washington Taylor, class of ’49.

FROM OUR ARCHIVES
By Susan Thomas, Archivist

O

n January 10th, we held Archives Day at
the Temple allowing the Religious School
students a chance to visit the Archives and
view a selection of items from the Archives’
collections. Before the tours of the Archives
began, the students assembled in the chapel where
Phyllis Feibelman talked to them about growing
up in the Temple and what it was like to be in
Mobile during World War II. The students were
attentive and asked good questions.

cause of death often included. The students were
very polite and respectful of the collections.
This was the first Archives Day we have had since
the 2012 tornadoes damaged the Temple roof and
subsequently required that most of the Archives
collections be stored at an off-site location until all
the repair work on the facility was completed. We
have now re-assembled the Archives holdings
back into the area behind the stage. Please
remember the Archives if you have any old
documents related to any of our Temple
congregants that would be worthy to save for
future generations. Some examples of items
appropriate for the Archives collections include
wedding announcements; programs and
photographs related to bar and bat mitzvahs,
confirmations, consecrations, and other special
events; obituaries; newspaper clippings related to
work, job promotions, civic honors, etc.; and any
old family photographs.

During the tours of the Archives the students
could examine a variety of items related to the
Temple’s history. As in past years, the objects
that best held their attention included a pair of
very old B’nai B’rith stamps that the students
could actually operate to emboss paper; a
collection of World War II medals belonging to
the late Brig. General Ed Cooper, a Temple
congregant; and photographs of old consecration,
confirmation, and youth group activities. Older
students and teachers particularly enjoyed looking Thank you for your continuing support of the
through the Temple’s “death log,” which records Archives!
deaths of congregants chronologically, with the
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The Springhill Avenue Temple Sisterhood Annual

CORNED BEEF EXTRAVAGANZA
Thursday, March 17, 2016
*¼ lb. corned beef sandwich on Jewish rye bread
*Kosher dill pickle
*New York style cheese cake
*Bag of chips
*condiments
PREPAID orders only – order deadline is Monday, March 14th.
For More Information call or email:
Springhill Avenue Temple at 478-0415
secretary@springhillavenuetemple.com
1769 Springhill Ave., Mobile, AL 36607

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Order Form
I would like to order:___Corned Beef Sandwich Box Lunches
@ $10.00 each = _______ (total enclosed)
Please Make Checks Payable to: Springhill Avenue Temple Sisterhood
Orders can be picked up at Springhill Avenue Temple (10:30 until Noon)
OR DELIVERED (only for orders of 10 or more)
Name of Business and Contact:
___________________________________________________________________
Pickup or Delivered? __________________________________________________
Delivery Address:_____________________________________________________
Zip Code:________ Phone Number: ______________________________________
Email Address for confirmation: _________________________________________
Name of Temple Member who sold this order: ______________________________

-6-

Animal Blessing
Dream Acres Equine & Animal Sanctuary
Saturday, February 27; 2:00 p.m.
Come be a part of the rescue horse/animal blessing
at the beautiful Dream Acres Equine and Animal
Sanctuary. There will be pony rides for the kids
and a photographer available for pictures with
the rescue animals. If you would like to feed the
animals, be sure to bring a few apples and carrots.
It's their favorite treats! Email for directions:
amorgan@dreamacres.org.

CONTRIBUTIONS
In honor of Frances Mutchnick’s birthday – Martha & G.B. Kahn
In honor of Nan Altmayer’s birthday – Martha & G. B. Kahn
In honor of Mimi Holberg’s 100th birthday – Jean Fry, Bobette & Lowell Friedman,
Martha & G.B. Kahn, Emily & Saul Schultz, Phyllis Feibelman, Jane & Tom Frith, Iris & Albert Klein
In honor of Bobette & Lowell Friedman’s 65th Wedding Anniversary – Perrye Lewis, Iris & Albert Klein
In memory of Lila Kogon – Perrye Lewis, Larry Randy & Julie Kogon, Jessica & Brendan Weishaar,
Matthew & Meredit Kogon & Joseph Kogon, Susan & Michael Rosenbaum, Sally & David Carrington,
Phyllis Feibelman
In memory of Azzie Slaughter – Amy & Jack Friedlander, Phyllis Feibelman
In memory of Jerry Schnitzer – Amy & Jack Friedlander, Iris & Nate Ginsberg,
Susan & Michael Rosenbaum
In memory of Elaine Lemay – Emily & Harold Fink
In memory of Joel Silverman – Joan Friedlander
In memory of Annie Greenwald Salmon – Mark Gilberstadt
In memory of Marcus Cecil Pierce – Mark Gilberstadt
In memory of Harriet & Joe B. Friedlander – Emily & Harold Fink
In memory of Elliott A. Greenspan – Aleeta & Ted Greenspan
In memory of Rebecca Shulman – Ellen & Bill Shulman
In memory of Leah D. NewField – Ellen & Bill Shulman
In memory of Arthur Prince – Venetia Prince

Endowment Fund in memory of Ira & Rose Saks (Iris Fetterman Klein’s parents) – the Estate of
Karen Kopelman
Cemetery Fund – Nick Gutfreund, Sophia Gutfreund & Mary Duncan
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WHAT IS REFORM JUDAISM AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT
by Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan

Reform
Judaism is a
practical
approach to
religious
observance that
acknowledges
the need to
bring one’s ritual practice into harmony with
one’s actual religious beliefs. We cherish our
Reform Judaism and want to ensure that we
preserve it and pass it on to future generations,
in Mobile and throughout the world. I will
comment briefly here and continue from time
to time. Comments are always welcomed.

are obligatory and binding. This is because of
the nature of Reform Jewish thought. Reform
Jews are free to consider different ideas and
make personal religious decisions based on
what they find spiritually meaningful. Since
people find a variety of things religiously
meaningful, there is no way to build a
consensus on what should be required. The
very mention of the words “requirement” and
“obligatory” send many Reform Jews
screaming to the hills.

The Reform movement accepts that the Torah
should be interpreted to meet the needs of
contemporary Jews. This is not a new
approach. The sages of the classical rabbinic
tradition explicitly argued that the Torah was
Because the Reform movement is a
not in heaven and that God had given the
theologically flexible and politically liberal
responsibility for the interpretation of that
American religious group, this dynamic creates Torah to human beings. Yet the Reform
opportunities — but it also presents real
movement took this idea much further than
challenges. Foremost among these challenges is traditionalists could because they were freed
how to present Jewish religious beliefs in the
from the shackles of halacha (traditional Jewish
absence of a consensus over what we believe.
law). Not having to follow thousands of
detailed laws, Reform Jews could completely
Reform Judaism presents us with challenges
re-conceptualize what it meant to be a religious
because there is no central decision-making
Jew and how Judaism could and should be
body that has authority to make policies that
practiced.

YAHRZEIT
It is a true Mitzvah to honor those whose memory we hold dear by attending services on the Shabbat Yahrzeit
(year’s time), joining your congregation in reciting Kaddish, and the giving of charity in their memory.

February 5
Louis Raider, Sylvia Gandler Cohan, Alfred Monheit, Julian S. Lewis, Jay P. Altmayer, Willis Darby, III

February 12
Clyde William Boyd, Allan Denson, Leonard Herbert Metzger, Jr., Leatrice Miller, Sara Friedlander, Jan
Appelman, Fred Susman, Max Zell, Betty Diemar, Dorothy Nathan Goldman, Milton F. Rubel, Jr.,
Hyman Yassem

February 19
Joe Stern, Louis Lewis, Theodore Baer, Florence Renaud, Hyman Berkower, Sid Magnes

February 26
Hank Becker, Agnes LeMay, Sylvia Lieberman, Jesse Scholem, Grace Z. Marlieb, Nathan N. Aronson,
Robert Fuller
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Congregation Sha’arai Shomayim
SPRINGHILL AVENUE TEMPLE
Sign-up Now for a Road Trip to the 2016 LimmudFest in New Orleans Early Bird Ticket
Sales end on February 15, 2016, each Temple Member should register and pay online or
send your check and Registration Form to the Temple Office. The Limmud website is set up
for easy credit card payment! Just pay online and print two copies of your receipt—one copy
for your records and one copy to submit to Susie at the Temple office for reimbursement.
That’s right, an anonymous donor has agreed to reimburse Springhill Avenue Temple
Members for their Registration Fees. It is first come — first pay until the grant is used
up!
Interested parties should contact Rabbi Kaplan (danaevankaplan@gmail.com), Michael
Holberg (Michael Holberg (mholberg@micro-comm.com), Michael Friedlander
(mbfrie@aol.com), Mike Pereira (c23beech@yahoo.com), and Maure Sternberg
(mssternberg@comcast.net).

More Info

Shabbaton at Congregation Gates of Prayer on Friday, March 18 thru Saturday, March 19, and learning
at the Lavin-Bernick Center on the campus of Tulane University on Sunday, March 20. Local, national,
and international presenters will be speaking on a range of topics.

Early Bird Registration (deadline February 15th) – Adult – 3-day pass (adults over 30) - $75.00;
Young Adult – 3-day pass (18-30 years) - $40.00; Teens – 3-day pass (under 18) - $15.00

Snacks and meals throughout the weekend except for breakfast on Saturday
Friday, March 18 @ Congregation Gates of Prayer in Metarie
5:30 p.m. - Registration
6:00 p.m. - Shabbat Service
Shabbos dinner w/programming
Saturday, March 19 @ Congregation Gates of Prayer in Metarie
Several Shabbat Services
Lunch followed by three (3) sessions of learning
Light dinner w/Havdalah later
Evening entertainment
Sunday, March 20 @ Tulane University – breakfast snacks, snacks, water, and coffee provided all day
Five (5) or six (6) sessions
Lunch between 3rd and 4th session
Closing program
Accommodations –
Home hospitality is available; several hotels are located in Metarie close to
Gates of Prayer and on St. Charles Avenue not too far from Tulane University.
HOTEL UPDATE: A block of rooms have been assigned at the New Orleans Marriott Metairie at
Lakeway, Room Code: LimmudFest. It is a 1.5 mile walk from Gates of Prayer. Cut-off date for
reservations is Friday, February 19th.

For more info: limmudnola.org
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FROM OUR SHALIACH, ARAD LERNER
Happy New Year!

I finally understood. I understood why people came
there and did what they did. I was standing on a
It is February, so let’s talk
land in which so much has happened; so many
about love.
stories of bravery, so many people who
fought so that I could be here. Who am I to decry
Semi Disclosure - I wasn’t
that? I wanted to fight so my children would have
always the biggest Zionist.
the same privileges and I wanted to feel that I had
Zionism is a big word and I
would have to say that I didn’t done everything I could so that my family could
always love and appreciate Israel as I do today. Let continue to live there.
me explain.
When talking about the military and the love of
I understood it before I joined the IDF. I thought to Israel, you have to mention the Peretz family. I
don’t have enough space to write about them, but I
myself, “I want to go to be a combat solider”, but
not because I wanted to protect this land or because highly encourage you to look up information about
them.
of all the people who have done it before me, and
not because people have died for the love of Israel
The mother, Miriam, is one of the strongest women
so that I could live in Israel.
I have ever heard speak. She has lost two of her
sons, both getting killed in the service. Her son,
I did it because I wanted to test my boundaries
physically and mentally and I have. I really got to Uriel, said before his death and I will try to
know myself and in doing so, I got to know Israel. translate: “With the entire thorns I have gotten into
my body you can set up a little garden, but these are
I got to know Israel through my feet, which is the
not just thorns, these are the thorns of Eretz Israel”.
best way in my opinion. That is the best connection
This is one of my favorite quotes because it talks
you can have. I mean, long distance relationships
about the suffering that we go through in order to
are nice for those who can handle them, but
have a country and the suffering of having a
eventually you need the physical contact. You need
country; this country that we wanted so badly and
to be there, walk in that land, feel it beneath your
yet we love her still, even though she makes us
feet, and touch the wall, just like you want to hug
suffer so much. No wonder we sometimes say
your loved ones.
about ourselves that we are somewhat sadistic.
I walked days and nights, fell asleep with my entire Kind of like Love isn’t it?
gear on me on the ground through cold days with
Next month, we have the opportunity to do
rain and through desert hot days in the sun. I saw
something great for those soldiers. We will have a
Israel in her entire beauty and this is when I felt
supporting Israel and the IDF event. I really hope
connected, connected to the land, the stories, and
to see you all there to support our country and our
the people.
amazing soldiers.

Springhill Avenue Temple will host
A JOINT CONGREGATIONAL SERVICE
with Temple Beth-El of Pensacola
Saturday, February 20th – 10:30 a.m.
We look forward to sharing this Special Shabbat with Beth-El. It is a great
opportunity for the membership of our Temple to meet the members of Beth-El.
Lunch will be served after service. Hope to See You There!
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February Birthdays and Anniversaries

Happy Birthday To …
1
1
2
2
3
4
4
4
5
5
6
9
9
11

Caitlin Brown
Sydnie Susman
Adam Miller
Bill Shulman
Lisa Magnes
Rachel Goldberg
Joanne Koffler
Enid Laden
Kathryn Friedlander
Katherine Miles
Evan Webster
Dolores Loeb
Dori Claire Small
Jan Friedlander

11
12
13
13
13
15
16
16
16
18
18
19
19
22

Larry Miller
Bobette Friedman
Jay Altmayer
Aaron Solomon
Samantha Zimmerman
Phil Magnes
Brion Berman
Mark Friedlander
Perrye Lewis
Joy Gardberg
Violet Glassbrook
Gabriel Fry
Margeoux Silverstein
Claire Aycock

22
22
25
26
27

Alan Hirsch
Sam Holberg
Christopher Kinsella
Diane Frank
Norma Conrad

Happy Anniversary To ...
22 Rose & Phillip Brunson
23 Carol & Matt Eberlein

March Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday To …
1
2
2
3
3
3
5
5
5
6
6
7
8
9
9
11
13
13
13
13

Kay Friedlander
Penny Adamo
John Zelnicker
Naomi Gardberg
Mitchell Lawley
Daniel Toubiana
Christine Conrad
Jennifer Feibelman
Danielle Appelman
Miller Eberlein
Edith Misrok
Brian Rich
Gary Gamble
Matthew Kessler
Wendy Solomon
Hannah Garden-Monheit
Georgina Hall
Elaine Holberg
Barbara Lawley
Darlin Tolpin

14
16
16
17
17
17
17
18
18
19
19
20
21
21
21
22
23
25
25
26

Jeff Fink
Jerry Silverstein
Arielle Singh
Maxwell Lansky
Bryan Maisel
Margaret Moore-Nadler
Doris Claire Stein
Amy Friedlander
Jill Friedman
Christine Hill
David Loeser
Gilbert Laden
Jennifer Gamble
Jaxon Hall
Joanna Kessler
David Furman
David Cherniak
Elliot Borak
Amelia Miller
Mary Green
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27
27
28
28
29
29
30
30

Drew Gottlieb
Michelle Schjott
Benjamin Bloom
Celia Mutchnick
Josh Lansky
Joseph Mishkin
Benjamin Holberg
Abigal Klein

Happy Anniversary To ...
5
5
9
10
17
24
26
28

Dana & Nathan Handmacher
Katie & John Webster
Joy & Jonny Gardberg
Melanie & William Susman
Diane & Alan Franco
Nancy & Richard Hill
Audra & Adam Sack
Lisa & Eric Lansky

Dana Evan Kaplan, Interim Rabbi
Alan Hirsch, President
J. Michael Pereira, First Vice-President

Jerry Silverstein, Second Vice-President
Aaron Solomon, Treasurer
Maure Sternberg, Secretary

CALENDAR
Torah Study

Wednesday

5:30 p.m.
February 3, 10, and 24
(no Torah Study February 17th)

Weekly Torah

Saturday s

Hebrew School

Sundays

8:30 a.m.
February 21 and 28
(no Hebrew School February 7th or 14th)

Religious School

Sundays

9:45 a.m.
February 21 and 28
(no Religious School February 7th or 14th)

10:00 a.m.
February 6, 13, and 27
(no Torah Study February 20th)



Monday, February 15th

deadline for 2016 LimmudFest Early Bird Reservations
(see page 9 for details)

Wednesday, February 17

7:00 p.m.

Israel Faces featuring Michael J. Weil
(see page 4 for details)

Saturday, February 20

10:30 a.m.

Joint Shabbat Service with Temple Beth-El
of Pensacola at Springhill Avenue Temple
Lunch served after service

Saturday, February 27

2:00 p.m.

Animal Blessing @ Dream Acres Equine &
Animal Sanctuary (see page 7 for details)

Corned Beef Extravaganza is coming in March! Get your order in early – page 6!
THE TEMPLE BULLETIN (USPS966-900) is published monthly by
Springhill Avenue Temple,
1769 Springhill Avenue
Mobile, AL 36607.
“Periodicals Postage Paid at Mobile,
Alabama.”
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